
Standards Pacing Guide for Math:  Fifth 

 
1st Quarter 

1.  Use a pair of perpendicular number lines, called 

axes, to define a coordinate system.  

2. Represent real world and mathematical problems 

by graphing points in the first quadrant of the 

coordinate plane and interpret coordinate values of 

points in the context of the situation.  

3. Classify two-dimensional figures in a hierarchy 

based on properties.  

4. Understand that attributes belonging to a category 

of two-dimensional figures also belong to all 

subcategories of that category.  

5. Recognize that in a multi-digit number, a digit in 

one place represents 10 times as much as it represents 

in the place to its right and 1/10 of what it represents in 

the place to its left. 

6. Explain patterns in the number of zeros of the 

product when multiplying a number by powers of 10.  

7.  Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using the 

standard algorithm.  

8. Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in numerical 

expressions, and evaluate expressions with these 

symbols.  

2nd Quarter 

 1. Write simple expressions that record calculations 

with numbers, and interpret numerical expressions 

without evaluating them. 

2. Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers 

with up to four-digit dividends and two-digit divisors, 

using strategies based on place value, the properties 

of operations, and/or the relationship between 

addition and subtraction.   

3.  Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to 

hundredths using models or drawings.  

4.  Read, write, and compare decimals to 

thousandths using base-ten numerals, number 

names, and expanded form.  

5. Compare two decimals to thousandths based on 

meanings of the digits in each place, using <,>, = 

symbols to record the results of comparison.  

6. Interpret a fraction as division of the numerator by 

the denominator.  Solve word problems involving 

division of whole numbers leading to answers in the 

form of fractions or mixed numbers.  

7. Add and subtract fractions with unlike 

denominators.  

8. Solve word problems involving addition and 

subtraction of fractions referring to the same whole, 

including cases of unlike denominators.  

9. Make a line plot to display a set of measurements 

in fractions of a unit.  

3rd Quarter 

1. Apply and extend previous understandings of 

multiplication to multiply a fraction or whole number 

by a fraction.  

2. Solve real world problems involving division of unit 

fractions by non-zero whole numbers and division of 

whole numbers by unit fractions.  

3. Interpret division of a whole number by a unit 

fraction and a unit fraction by a whole number and 

compute such quotients.  

4. Solve real world problems involving multiplication of 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

5. Apply and extend previous understandings of 

division to divide unit fractions by whole numbers and 

whole numbers by unit fractions.  

6. Generate two numerical patterns and identify 

relationships between corresponding terms.  

7.  Measure volumes by counting unit cubes, using 

cubic cm, cubic in, cubic ft., and improvised units.  

8. Relate volume to the operations of multiplication 

and addition and solve real world and mathematical 

problems involving volume.  

9. Find the volume of a right rectangular prism with 

whole number side lengths.  

10. Apply the formula V=l x w x h and V=b x h for 

rectangular prisms to find volumes of right rectangular 

prisms with whole-number edge lengths in the context 

of solving real world and mathematical problems.  

4th Quarter 

1. Convert among different-sized standards 

measurements units within a given measurement 

system.  

2. Find the area of a rectangle with fractional side 

lengths by tiling it with unit squares of the appropriate 

unit fraction side lengths, and show that the area is 

the same as would be found by multiplication the 

side lengths. Multiply fractional side lengths to find 

areas of rectangles, and represent fraction products 

as rectangular areas.  

3. Recognize volume as additive and as an attribute 

of solid figures and understand concept of volume 

measurement. Find volumes of solid figures.  

4. Interpret multiplication as scaling (resizing) by 

comparing the size of a product to the size of one 

factor on the basis of the size of the other factor, 

without performing the indicated multiplication.  

5. Interpret the product (a/b) x q as a part of a 

partition of q into b equal parts.  

 

 



 



Standards Pacing Guide for Reading:  Fifth 
 

1st Quarter 

1. Compare and contrast two or more characters, 

settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text.  

2. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre on 

their approaches to similar themes and topics.  

3. Compare and contrast the overall structure of 

events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or 

more texts.  

4. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 

details in the text, including how characters in a 

story or drama respond to challenges or how the 

speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; 

summarize the text.  

 

2nd Quarter 

1. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 

to support particular points in a text, identifying 

which reasons and evidence support which 

points.   

2. Explain the relationships or interactions between 

two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 

concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 

text based on specific information in the text.  

3.  Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 

stanzas fits together to provide the overall 

structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.  

4. Integrate information form several texts on the 

same topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. 

5.  Draw on information from multiple print or digital 

sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an 

answer to a question quickly or to solve a 

problem efficiently.   

3rd  Quarter 

1. Use combined knowledge of all letter sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 

morphology to read accurately unfamiliar 

multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 

explain how they are supported by key details; 

summarize the text.  

3. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view 

influences how events are described.  

4. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or 

topic, noting important similarities and differences 

in the point of view they represent.  

5. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 

contribute to the meaning, tone or beauty of a 

text.  

6. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from both literature and informational 

text.  

 

4th Quarter 

1. Know and apply grade level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words.  

2. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary.  

3. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.  

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative 

language such as metaphors and similes.   

5. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

6. Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding.  

7. Read on-level prose and poetry with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and expression on successive 

readings.   

8. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, 

at the end of grades 4-5 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently.   

9. By the end of year, read and comprehend 

informational texts including history/social studies, 

science, and technical texts, at the end of the 

grades 4-5 text complexity band independently 

and proficiently.   

 



Standards Pacing Guide for Writing, Speaking and Listen, Language: Fifth 

 
1st Quarter 

W1. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 

descriptive details, or clear event sequences.  

2. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 

event sequence that unfolds naturally.  

3. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 

description, and pacing, to develop experiences and 

events or show the responses of characters to 

situations.  

4. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and 

clauses to manage the sequence of events.  

5. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details 

to convey experiences and events precisely.  

6. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 

experiences or events.  

7. Recall relevant information from experiences or 

gather relevant information from print and digital 

sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes 

and finished work, and provide a list of sources.  

SL1. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry 

out assigned roles.  

2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information 

presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain 

how each claim is supported by reasons and 

evidence.  

L1. Form and use the perfect verb tense.  

2. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.  

3. Use a comma to separate an introductory element 

from the rest of the sentence.  

4. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase.  

5. Consult reference materials both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 

precise meaning of key words and phrases.  

2nd Quarter 

W1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 

supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information.   

2. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, 

and create an organizational structure in which ideas 

are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.  

3. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and 

clauses.   

4. Provide logically ordered reasons that are 

supported by facts and details.  

5. Provide a concluding statement or section related 

to the opinion presented.  

SL1. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, 

sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate 

facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 

main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace.  

2. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on that 

preparation and other information known about the 

topic to explore ideas under discussion.  

L1. Use verb tenses to convey various times, 

sequences, states, and conditions.  

2. Use correlative conjunctions.  

3. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no, to 

set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence, 

and to indicate direct address.  

4. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to 

indicate titles of works.  

5. Interpret figurative language, including similes and 

metaphors, in context.  

6. Use the relationship between particular words to 

better understand each of the words.  

3rd  Quarter 

W1. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 

topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

2. Conduct short research projects that use several 

sources to build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic.  

3. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 

observation and focus, and group related information 

logically; including formatting, illustrations, and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

4. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other information and examples 

related to the topic.  

5. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

6. Provide a concluding statement or section related 

to the information or explanation presented.  

 

4th Quarter 

W1. Apply grade 5 reading standards to literature 

and informational texts.  

2. With some guidance and support from adults, use 

technology, including the internet, to produce and 

publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 

with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in 

a single sitting.  

3. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development and organization are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience.  

4. Write routinely over extended time frames and 

shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

 

 

 



3rd Quarter 

7. Link ideas within and across categories of 

information using words, phrases, and clauses.   

SL1. Pose and respond to specific questions by making 

comments that contribute to the discussion and 

elaborate on the remarks of others.   

2. Review the key ideas expressed and draw 

conclusions in light of information and knowledge 

gained from the discussions.   

L1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing.  

2. Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, 

and interjections in general and their function in 

particular sentences.  

3. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb 

tense.  

4. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for 

meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.  

5. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin 

affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.  

6. Recognize and explain the meaning of common 

idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

7. Compare and contrast the varieties of English used 

in stories, dramas, or poems.  

 

4th Quarter 

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. 

6. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 

to support analysis, reflection, and research.   

SL1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions with diverse partners on grade 5 topics 

and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly.  

2. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 

using formal English when appropriate to task and 

situation.  

3. Including multimedia components and visual 

displays in presentations when appropriate to 

enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  

L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking.  

2. Spell grade appropriate words correctly, consulting 

references as needed.  

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

4. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 

general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, including those that signal contrast, 

addition, and other logical relationships.   

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meaning.  

6. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies.   
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Big Idea:  Structure and Transformation of Matter (Physical Science) 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
-A substance has characteristic physical properties (e.g., boiling point, solubility, density) that are independent 
of the amount of the sample. 
• use appropriate tools (e.g., balance, thermometer, graduated cylinder) and observations to describe physical properties 
of substances (e.g., boiling point, solubility, density) and to classify materials 
• work individually and with others to design and conduct fair tests to safely investigate properties of matter, such as 
boiling point, density and solubility 
• keep accurate records of investigations (procedures, data) in order to support or dispute conclusions 
• use student-generated questions about the properties of matter to drive inquiry-based learning experiences 

Activities/Resources 

 

 
Big Idea:  Motion and Forces (Physical Science) 
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Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• use observations and appropriate tools (e.g., timer, meter stick, balance, spring scale) to explore the relationship between 
force and mass 
• create and interpret graphical representations in order to make inferences and draw conclusions and make predictions 
about the motion of an object  
• interpret, design and conduct experiments to examine the effects of variables on the straight line motion of objects. 
Analyze, review and critique each other’s experiments 
• predict and support with evidence/justification, changes in the motion of an object related to its mass or the amount of force 
acting on it 
1.2.2 Supporting-Students should understand that forces are pushes and pulls ant that these pushes and pulls may 
be invisible (e.g., gravity, magnetism) or visible (e.g., friction, collisions) (CC) 

Activities/Resources 
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Big Idea:  The Earth and the Universe (Earth/Space Science) 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• investigate how water (matter) can change forms yet still be conserved in the water cycle 
• describe, create/analyze/explain representations that illustrate the circulation of water (evaporation and condensation) 
from the surface of the Earth, through the crust, oceans and atmosphere (water cycle) 
• compare weather and climate and describe the factors that influence each 
2.3.4 DOK 3 Students will  
-Analyze global patterns of atmospheric movement; explain the basic relationship of patterns of atmospheric 
movement to local weather. 
Global patterns of atmospheric movement can be observed and/or analyzed by interpreting patterns within data.  
Atmospheric movements influence local weather.  Oceans have a major effect on the climate, because water in the 
oceans holds a large amount of heat.  Related data can be used to predict change in weather and climate.  
Consequences of these changes should be explored and discussed. 
• explore the concept of watersheds and identify factors that impact them, including results of interactions of water with earth 
materials (e.g., dissolving minerals, moving minerals and gases) 
• describe the makeup of the Earth’s atmosphere and analyze atmospheric data to explain real life phenomena (e.g., 
pressurized cabins in airplanes, mountain-climber’s need for oxygen) 
2.3.3 DOK 3 Students will describe Earth’s atmosphere as a relatively think blanket of air consisting of a mixture of 
nitrogen, oxygen, and trace gases, including water vapor. (CC) 
• use a variety of models and graphic representations to obtain and organize data in order to compare the major components 
of our solar system 
2.3.5 DOK 2 Earth is the third planet from the Sun in a system that includes the moon, the Sun, eight other planets 
and their moons, and smaller objects.  The Sun, an average star, is the central and largest body in the solar system. 
(CC) 
• explore the development of and types of technology useful for learning about the atmosphere and our solar system 
• explain why scale models are important tools for understanding a number of phenomena (e.g., solar system, watersheds, 
earth’s atmosphere) but are not always easy to construct or require trade-offs in other aspects of the model (e.g. distance vs. 
size) 

Activities/Resources 
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Big Idea:  Unity and Diversity (Biological Science) 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts Students will 
3.4.1 DOK 2 Students will describe and compare living systems to understand the complementary nature of 
structure and function. 
Observations and comparisons of living systems at all levels of organization illustrate the complementary nature of 
structure and function.  Important levels of organization for structure and function include cells, tissues, organs, 
organ systems, organisms (e.g., bacteria, protests, fungi, plants, animals), and ecosystems.  Explorations of the 
relationship between structure and function provide the basis for comparisons and classification schemes.  

Activities/Resources 



5th Grade Science 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary Curriculum Draft 
Arnett Elementary, Howell Elementary, Lindeman Elementary & Miles Elementary 
 
 

5th Grade Science 
Curriculum Draft 
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools 
5/06 
 

7 

• use observations and models to describe and compare internal and external structures of plants and animals and their 
corresponding functions 
• identify and describe systems and subsystems essential to an organism’s survival 
• use observations and models (conceptual, analogical, physical) to identify major structures of cells and their corresponding 
functions 
• use scientific tools (e.g., microscopes) to observe and make comparisons of unicellular and multi-cellular organisms 
3.4.2  DOK 2 Cells grow and divide, thereby producing more cells.  This requires that they take in nutrients, which 
provide energy for the work that cells do and make the materials that a cell needs. 
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Big Idea:  Biological Change (Biological Science) 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• analyze various geologic time scale representations 
3.5.1 DOK 2 Students will describe cause and effect relationships between enhanced survival/reproductive success 
and particular biological adaptations (e.g., changes in structures, behaviors, and/or physiology) to generalize about 
the diversity of species. 
Biological change over time accounts for the diversity of species developed through gradual processes over many 
generations. Examining cause and effect relationships between enhanced survival/reproductive success and 
biological adaptations (e.g., changes in structures, behaviors, and/or physiology), based on evidence gathered, 
creates the basis for explaining diversity. 
• investigate and describe adaptations of various organisms to their environments through observations as well as print and 
non-print based resources 
• Investigate ways that organisms cope with fluctuations  (e.g. temperature, precipitation, change in food sources) in their 
environments 
• propose explanations regarding adaptations of populations to environments citing evidence/data to support conclusions to 
obtain and use resources, grow, reproduce, and maintain stable internal conditions while living in a constantly 
changing external environment (3.5.2 Supporting) (CC) 
• compare procedures used (e.g., experiments, investigative and non-investigative research, observations) to find 
information/collect data about the diversity of organisms that exist or have existed on Earth 

Activities/Resources 
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Big Idea:  Energy Transformations (Unifying Concepts) 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• classify energy phenomena (e.g., heat/thermal energy, electrical energy, energy of position) as kinetic or potential and 
use observations and evidence to describe the transfer of energy occurring in simple systems related data 
• describe solar energy and how it impacts physical and biological systems on Earth 
Light energy interacts with matter by transmission (including refraction), absorption, or scattering (including 
reflection).  Questions related to these phenomena should drive design of simple investigations that will yield 
evidence of the predictable patterns associated with these interactions. (4.6.4 DOK 3) (CC) 
4.6.5 Supporting Students should understand that heat energy moves in predictable way, flowing from warmer 
objects to cooler ones, until both objects reach the same temperature.  By examining cause and effect 
relationships, consequences of heat movement and conduction can be predicted and inferred. (CC) 
• design and conduct investigations/experiments to determine the effects of altering variables within electrical circuits and 
to draw conclusions and make predictions about the transfer of energy (e.g., heat, light, sound and magnetic effects ) 
within a system 
• design and conduct investigations/experiments to identify predictable patterns of interaction between light and matter 
(e.g. some materials are more reflective, different liquids refract differently, effects of multiple or differing light sources) 
using guidance and data 

Activities/Resources 
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Big Idea:  Interdependence (Unifying Concepts) 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts Students will 
• define the concepts of population and community and identify examples of populations and communities within various 
ecosystems 
• identify the role/function a population of organisms has in a particular community/ecosystem (e.g., producers, consumers, 
decomposers) 
4.7.1 DOK 3 Describe and categorize populations of organisms according to the function they serve in an 
ecosystem (e.g., producers, consumers, decomposers) 

Activities/Resources 
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• draw conclusions and explore the cause/effect relationship of altering a particular population of organisms within an 
ecosystem using data/evidence collected through research and/or simulations (e.g., role-play games, computer-based 
simulations) 
• analyze, create and describe visual representations of ecosystems and the interactions occurring within them. Compare 
and critique pre-existing and student-constructed representations for accuracy, identifying strengths and limitations, 
insisting on the use of evidence to support decisions 
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Big Idea:  Government and Civics 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of government, using information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, 
informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental): 

o investigate the basic functions of the United States Government, as defined in the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, 
(e.g., establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, 
secure the blessings of liberty) and explain their significance today 

o explain how democratic governments work to promote the “common good” (e.g., making, enacting, enforcing laws 

Activities/Resources 
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that protect rights and property of all citizens) 
• describe the basic duties of the three branches of government (executive, legislative, judicial); explain why the framers of 
the U.S. Constitution felt it was important to establish a government with limited powers that are shared among different 
branches and different levels (e.g., local, state, federal) 
1.2.2 DOK 1 Students will describe the basic duties of the three branches of government (legislative-propose 
bills/make laws, executive-carry out or enforce laws, judicial-interpret the laws) in the United States (CC) 
• analyze information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and 
environmental) to describe fundamental values and principles of American democracy (e.g., liberty, justice) found in the 
Declaration of Independence 
and the U.S. Constitution; explain their significance today 
• investigate the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens: 

o describe and give examples of specific rights guaranteed to all U.S. citizens in the Bill of Rights (e.g., freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, freedom of press) and explain why they are important today 

o describe some of the responsibilities U.S. citizens have in order for democratic governments to function effectively 
(e.g. voting, community service, paying taxes) and find examples of civic participation in current events/news (e.g., 
television, radio, articles, Intern 
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Big Idea:  Cultures and Societies 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of culture and cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, traditions, languages, skills, literature, the 
arts) of diverse groups: 

o investigate cultural similarities and differences of diverse groups (e.g., Native American, English, French, 
Spanish and Dutch Colonists, West Africans, Immigrants of the 1800’s) during the early development of the 
United States 

o research the contributions of diverse groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature, the arts) of the 
United States today 

Activities/Resources 
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o investigate factors that promoted cultural diversity in the history of the United States 
• examine social institutions (e.g., family, religion, education, government, economy) in the United States and explain 
their functions 
• describe interactions that occurred among and between diverse groups (e.g., Native Americans and the early 
Explorers, Native Americans and the Colonists, the British Government and the English Colonists, Native Americans and 
the U.S. Government) during the settlement of the United States; explain the causes of these conflicts and the outcomes 
• describe causes of conflicts between individuals and/or groups today and give examples of how to resolve them 
peacefully (compromise, cooperation, communication) 
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Big Idea:  Economics 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding using information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational 
passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental) of the connection between resources, limited productive resources 
and scarcity 
investigate different kinds of resources (e.g., natural, human, capital) explain how individuals and groups in the United 
States make economic decisions based upon limited productive resources (natural, human, capital) and give examples of 
how these decisions create interdependence between individuals, groups and businesses 
3.2.2 Supporting- Students will describe and give examples of the free enterprise system in the United States. 

Activities/Resources 
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(CC) 
• demonstrate an understanding of how people deal with scarcity; explain the roles banks play in helping people deal with 
scarcity (e.g., loan money, save money, lines of credit, interest-bearing accounts) 
• demonstrate an understanding of markets: 

o explain how goods and services are/were exchanged 
o investigate and give examples of markets; explain how markets have changed over time during the history of the 

United States 
• use a variety of sources: 

o investigate and trace (e.g., write, draw, chart, timeline) change over time in the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services in the United States 

o research specialization in the United States; explain how specialization promotes trade between individuals, 
groups and businesses in the United States and world; describe the impact of specialization on the production of 
goods in the United States 
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Big Idea:  Geography 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface, using a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs): 

o locate, in absolute or relative terms, major landforms and bodies of water in the United States 
o locate and explain patterns on Earth’s surface (e.g., how different factors such as rivers, mountains and plains 

impact where human activities are located) 
• investigate regions on the Earth’s surface and analyze information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, 
informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental): 

Activities/Resources 
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o explain how places and regions in the U.S. are defined by their human characteristics (e.g., language, settlement 
patterns, religious beliefs) and physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of water) 

4.1.4 Supporting-Students will explain how different factors in one location have an impact on other locations 
(e.g., natural disasters, building dams). 
o locate and describe patterns of human settlement and explain how these patterns were influenced by the physical 

characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of water, soils, vegetation) of places and regions in the United 
States 

o investigate how advances in technology (e.g., dams, roads, air conditioning, irrigation) over time have allowed 
people to settle in places previously inaccessible in the United States 

• investigate how humans modify the physical environment: 
o describe how people modified the physical environment (e.g., dams, roads, bridges) to meet their needs during the 

early settlement of the United States 
o analyze how the physical environment including (e.g., mountains as barriers or protection, rivers as barriers or 

transportation) promoted and restricted human activities during the early settlement of the United States 
o explain how different perspectives of individuals and groups impact decisions about the use of land (e.g., farming, 

industrial, residential, recreational) in the United States 
o explain how natural disasters impact the physical environment  
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Big Idea:  Historical Perspective 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary and 
secondary sources such as artifacts, diaries and timelines): 

o investigate and chronologically describe major events in United States history (e.g., using timelines, charts, 
fictional and report writing, role playing) 

o explain and draw inferences about the importance of major events in United States history 
o examine cause and effect relationships in the history of the United States; identify examples of multiple causes 

of major historical events 
o explain reasons that individuals and groups explored and settled in the United States 
o research influences/contributions of diverse groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature, the arts) of 

Activities/Resources 
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the United States today 
• use information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, 
interviews, digital and environmental): 

o examine factual and fictional accounts of significant historical events and people in United States history 
o explore change over time (e.g., transportation, communication, education, technology, lifestyles and 

conditions) in the United States 
o compare reasons (e.g., freedoms, opportunities, fleeing negative situations) immigrants came/come to 

America 
o investigate the events surrounding patriotic symbols, songs, landmarks (e.g., American flag, Statue of Liberty, 

the Star-Spangled Banner), and selected readings (e.g., Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech: I Have a Dream), 
and explain their historical significance 

• investigate patterns across in U.S. history (e.g., major events/conflicts/culture; compare with major 
events/conflicts/culture to the present) 
5.2.5 DOK 2 Students will describe significant historical events in each of the broad historical periods and 
eras in US history and Kentucky History (Land and People before Columbus, Age of Exploration, Colonization, 
War for Independence, the Young Republic, Westward Expansion, Industrial Era, Twentieth Century 
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Structures in the Arts 
Understanding of the various structural components of the arts is critical to the development of other larger concepts in the arts. Structures that 
artists use include elements and principles of each art form, tools, media and subject matter that impact artistic products and specific styles and 
genre that provide a context for creating works. It is the artist's choice of these in the creative process that results in a distinctively expressive 
work. Students make choices about how to use structural organizers to create meaningful works of their own. The more students understand, the 
greater their ability to produce, interpret or critique artworks from other artists, cultures and historical periods. 

 4th Grade 5th Grade 
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MUSIC 4th GRADE 
 
 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• recognize and identify elements of music (rhythm, 
tempo, melody, harmony, form, timbre, dynamics) 
using musical terminology 
• use the elements of music while performing, singing, 
playing instruments, moving, listening, reading music, 
writing music and creating music independently and 
with others 
• listen to and explore how changing different 
elements results in different musical effects 
• recognize, describe and compare various styles of 
music (spirituals, game songs, folk songs, work songs, 
lullabies, patriotic, bluegrass) 
 
 
AH-04-1.1.1 
Students will identify or describe elements of 
music in a variety of music.  

5TH GRADE 
 
 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• recognize and identify elements of music (rhythm, 
tempo, melody, harmony, form, timbre, dynamics) 
using musical terminology 
• use the elements of music while performing, singing, 
playing instruments, moving, listening, reading music, 
writing music and creating music independently and 
with others 
• listen to and explore how changing different 
elements results in different musical effects 
• recognize, describe and compare various styles of 
music (spirituals, game songs, folk songs, work songs, 
lullabies, patriotic, bluegrass) 
 
 
 
AH-05-1.1.1 
Students will analyze or explain the use of 
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DOK 2 
 
Elements of music: 

Rhythm - time signature (2/4, 3/4, 4/4), bar 
lines, rhythmic durations (whole, half, 
quarter, eighth notes and rests), measure 
Tempo - steady beat, slower or faster 
Melody - shape, direction (pitches move 
up, down, by step, by skip, stay the same), 
treble clef sign, pitch notation (notes from 
middle C to F at top of treble clef staff), 
high vs. low notes (pitches) 
Harmony - parts (notes performed together 
to create harmony), major/minor (aurally); 
unison (non-harmony) 
Form - call and response, two-part (AB), 
three-part (ABA), round, verse/chorus, 
repeat signs 
Timbre (tone color) - recognize different 
qualities of musical sounds, orchestral 
instruments by family - brass, woodwind, 
string, percussion, how instrument 
sounds are produced, human voices (high 
voices, low voices)  
Dynamics - soft (piano - p), medium soft 
(mezzo piano - mp), medium loud (mezzo 
forte - mf), loud (forte - f) 

elements of music in a variety of music. 
DOK 3 

 
Elements of music: 

Rhythm - time signature (2/4, 3/4, 4/4), bar 
lines, rhythmic durations (whole, half, 
quarter, eighth notes and rests), measure 
Tempo - steady beat, slow, fast 
Melody - shape, direction (pitches move up, 
down, by step, by skip, stay the same), 
treble clef sign, pitch notation (notes from 
middle C to F at top of treble clef staff), high 
notes vs. low notes (pitches) 
Harmony - parts (notes performed together 
to create harmony), major/minor (aurally); 
unison (non-harmony) 
Form - call and response, two-part (AB), 
three-part (ABA), round, verse/chorus, 
repeat signs 
Timbre (tone color) - recognize different 
qualities of musical sounds, orchestral 
instruments by family - brass, woodwind, 
string, percussion, how instrument sounds 
are produced, human voices (high voices, 
low voices) 
Dynamics - soft (piano - p), medium soft 
(mezzo piano - mp), medium loud (mezzo 
forte - mf), loud (forte - f) 

 AH-04-1.1.2 
Students will identify and describe various styles 
of music (spirituals, game songs, folk songs, 
work songs, lullabies, patriotic, bluegrass). 

AH-05-1.1.2 
Students will identify and describe various styles 
of music (spirituals, game songs, folk songs, 
work songs, lullabies, patriotic, bluegrass).  
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Dance   

  
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• recognize and identify elements of dance (space, 
time, force) and basic dance forms using dance 
terminology 
• use the elements of dance in creating, copying and 
performing patterns of movement independently and 
with others 
• observe, describe and demonstrate locomotor (e.g. 
walk, run, skip, gallop) and nonlocomotor (e.g. bend, 
stretch, twist, swing) movements 
 
 
 
 
AH-04-1.2.1 
Students will identify or describe elements of 
dance in a variety of dances.  

DOK 2 
 
Elements of dance: 

Space – direction of dance movements 
(forward, backward, right, left, up, down), 
pathway (straight, curved, zigzag), levels 
(high, middle, low), shape (individual and 
group shapes) 
Time (tempo) – dance movements that 
follow a steady beat or move faster or 
slower 
Force – dance movements that use more 

 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• analyze and explain the use of elements of dance 
(space, time, force) and basic dance forms using dance 
terminology 
• use the elements of dance in creating, copying and 
performing patterns of movement independently and 
with others 
• observe, describe and demonstrate locomotor (e.g. 
walk, run, skip, gallop) and nonlocomotor (e.g. bend, 
stretch, twist, swing) movements 
• apply principles of movement (e.g., balance, 
initiation of movement, weight shift) when observing, 
creating and performing movement skills 
 
AH-05-1.2.1 
Students will analyze or explain the use of 
elements of dance in a variety of dances.  

DOK 3 
 
Elements of dance: 

Space – direction of dance movements 
(forward, backward, right, left, up, down), 
pathway (straight, curved, zigzag), levels 
(high, middle, low), shape (individual and 
group shapes) 
Time (tempo) – dance movements that 
follow a steady beat or move faster or 
slower 
Force – dance movements that use more 
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or less energy (e.g., energy - 
sharp/smooth, weight - heavy/light, flow-
free/bound) 
 

Dance Form - call and response, AB, ABA, 
choreography  

or less energy (e.g., energy - 
sharp/smooth, weight - heavy/light, flow-
free/bound) 
 

Dance Form  - call and response, AB, ABA, 
choreography  

.  AH-04-1.2.2 
Students will describe how dance uses 
space, time, force and various locomotor and 
nonlocomotor movements to communicate 
ideas, thoughts and feelings. 

DOK 2 

AH-05-1.2.2 
Students will describe how dance uses 
space, time, force and various locomotor and 
nonlocomotor movements to communicate 
ideas, thoughts and feelings. 

DOK 3 

 

 
Drama/Theatre 

 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• recognize and identify elements of drama (literary, 
technical, performance) using drama/theatre 
terminology 
• use the elements of drama in creating and 
performing dramatic works independently and with 
others 
• observe, describe and apply creative dramatics 
(improvisation, mimicry, pantomime, role playing and 
story telling) in a variety of situations 
• explore a variety of dramatic works (e.g., theater and 
dramatic media – film, television) 
 
 
 

 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• describe and compare elements of drama (literary, 
technical, performance) using drama/theatre 
terminology 
• use the elements of drama in creating and 
performing dramatic works independently and with 
others 
• observe, describe and apply creative dramatics 
(improvisation, mimicry, pantomime, role playing and 
story telling) in a variety of situations 
• describe and explain characters, relationships among 
characters and settings as related to a script, a 
scenario, or classroom dramatization 
• explore a variety of dramatic works (e.g., theater and 
dramatic media – film, television, electronic media) 
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AH-04-1.3.1 
Students will identify or describe elements of 
drama in dramatic works.  

DOK 2 
 
 
Elements of drama: 

Literary elements – Script, Story line (plot), 
Character, Story organization (beginning, 
middle, end), Setting, Dialogue, Monologue, 
Conflict 
Technical elements – Scenery (set), 
Costumes, Props, Sound and Music, Make-
up 
Performance elements: 
Acting (how speaking, moving help to create 
characters)  
Speaking – vocal expression, projection, 
speaking style, diction 
Nonverbal expression – gestures, facial 
expression, movement 

 
AH-05-1.3.1 
Students will analyze or explain the use of 
elements of drama in dramatic works.  

DOK 3 
 
 
Elements of drama: 

Literary elements – Script, Story line (plot), 
Character, Story organization (beginning, 
middle, end), Setting, Dialogue, Monologue, 
Conflict 
Technical elements – Scenery (set), 
Costumes, Props, Sound and Music, Make-
up 
Performance elements:  
Acting (how speaking, moving help to create 
characters) 
Speaking – vocal expression, projection, 
speaking style, diction 
Nonverbal expression – gestures, facial 
expression, movement 

 AH-04-1.3.2 
Students will identify, describe or explain 
relationships among characters and settings as 
related to a script, a scenario or a classroom 
dramatization. 

AH-05-1.3.2 
Students will identify, describe or explain 
relationships among characters and settings as 
related to a script, a scenario or a classroom 
dramatization. 

  AH-04-1.3.3 
Students will identify and describe a variety of 
creative dramatics (improvisation, mimicry, 
pantomime, role playing and storytelling). 

AH-05-1.3.3 
Students will identify and describe a variety of 
creative dramatics (improvisation, mimicry, 
pantomime, role playing and storytelling). 
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Visual Arts 

  
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• recognize and describe elements of art (line, shape, 
form, texture, color) and principles of design 
(emphasis, pattern, balance, contrast) using visual art 
terminology 
• use the elements of art and principles of design in 
creating artworks independently and with others 
• explore, describe and compare elements of art (e.g., 
line, shape, form, texture, primary and secondary 
colors, color schemes) and principles of design (e.g., 
focal point, pattern, balance, contrast) in two and three 
dimensional artworks 
• identify a variety of subject matter (e.g., landscape, 
portrait, still life) 
 
AH-04-1.4.1 
Students will identify or describe elements of 
art and principles of design in works of art. 

DOK 2  
 

Elements of art:  
Line, Shape, Form, Texture and Color 
(primary and secondary hues) and color 
schemes (warm, cool, neutral - black, 
white, gray, sometimes brown/beige as 
earth tones) 

 
Principles of design:  

 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• recognize and describe elements of art (line, shape, 
form, texture, color) and principles of design 
(emphasis, pattern, balance, contrast) using visual art 
terminology 
• use the elements of art and principles of design in 
creating artworks independently and with others 
• explore, describe and compare elements of art (e.g., 
line, shape, form, texture, primary and secondary 
colors, color schemes/groups) and principles of design 
(e.g., focal point, pattern, balance, contrast) in a 
variety of 2 and 3 dimensional artworks 
• apply organizational structures and describe what 
makes them effective or not effective in 
communicating ideas 
AH-05-1.4.1 
Students will analyze or explain the use of 
elements of art and principles of design in 
works of art.  

DOK 3 
Elements of art: 

Line, Shape, Form, Texture and Color 
(primary and secondary hues) and color 
schemes/groups (warm, cool, neutral - 
black, white, gray, sometimes brown/beige 
as earth tones) 

 
Principles of design: 
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Organization of visual compositions: 
Emphasis (focal point), Pattern, Balance 
(symmetry), Contrast (e.g., black/white, 
rough/smooth) 

Organization of visual compositions: 
Emphasis (focal point), Pattern, Balance 
(symmetry), Contrast (e.g., black/white, 
rough/smooth) 

 AH-04-1.4.2 
Students will identify or describe how an 
artist uses various media and processes.  

DOK 2 
 
Media (plural) / medium (singular): (used to 
produce artworks) 
Two-dimensional - crayon, pencil, paint, 
fabric, yarn, paper 
Three-dimensional - clay, papier-mâché  
 

Art processes:  
Two-dimensional - drawing, painting, fiber art 
(e.g., fabric printing, stamping), collage 
Three-dimensional - pottery, sculpture, fiber 
art (e.g., constructing with fiber, weaving, 
quilting) 
Subject matter: (e.g., landscape, portrait, still 
life) 

AH-05-1.4.2 
Students will identify or describe how an 
artist uses various media and processes.  

DOK 2  
 

Media (plural) / medium (singular): (used to 
produce artworks) 
Two-dimensional- crayon, pencil, paint, 
fabric, yarn, paper  
Three-dimensional - clay, papier-mâché  
 

Art processes:  
Two-dimensional - drawing, painting, fiber art 
(e.g., fabric printing, stamping), collage 
Three-dimensional - pottery, sculpture, fiber 
art (e.g., constructing with fiber, weaving, 
quilting) 
Subject matter: (e.g. landscape, portrait, still 
life) 
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Humanity in the Arts 
The arts reflect the beliefs, feelings and ideas of those who create them. Experiencing the arts allows one to experience time, place and/or 
personality. By experiencing the arts of various cultures, students can actually gain insight into the beliefs, feelings and ideas of those cultures. 
Students also have the opportunity to experience how the arts can influence society through analysis of arts in their own lives and the arts of other 
cultures and historical periods. Studying the historical and cultural stylistic periods in the arts offers students an opportunity to understand the 
world past and present and to learn to appreciate their own cultural heritage. Looking at the interrelationships of multiple arts disciplines across 
cultures and historical periods is the focus of humanities in the arts. 

 4th Grade 5th Grade 
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Music 

 
 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• associate music they listen to or perform with 
specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian, 
West African); describe in simple terms how the 
music reflects the cultures 
• associate music they listen to or perform with the 
Colonial American period in history; describe in 
simple terms how the music reflects the Colonial 
American time period 
• describe the music of specific cultures using 
music terminology 
 
 
 
 
AH-04-2.1.1 
Students will identify how music has been a 
part of cultures and periods throughout 
history.  

DOK 2 
Cultures:  

Native American,  
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
 
Similarities and differences in the use of 
music  (e.g., ceremonial purposes) and 
the use of elements of music among 
cultures (musical instruments, e.g., Native 
American – rattles, drums, flutes, 

 
 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• associate music they listen to or perform with 
specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian, 
West African); describe how the music reflects the 
cultures 
• associate music they listen to or perform with the 
Colonial American period in history; describe how 
the music reflects the Colonial American time 
period (e.g. work songs, patriotic songs, folk 
music; European influences) 
• describe distinguishing characteristics of the 
music of specific cultures using music terminology 
(e.g., polyrhythms in African music not in Native 
American) 
 
AH-05-2.1.1 
Students will describe or explain how music 
has been a part of cultures and periods 
throughout history.  

DOK 2 
Cultures:  

Native American,  
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
 
Similarities and differences in the use of 
music) (e.g., ceremonial purposes) and 
the use of elements of music among 
cultures (musical instruments, e.g., Native 
American – rattles, drums, flutes, 
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Appalachian – dulcimer, fiddle, banjo, 
guitar, West African – drums, rattles, 
thumb piano); polyrhythm in West African 
music not in Native American 

 
Periods:  

Colonial American (e.g., work songs, 
game songs, patriotic music, lullaby, folk 
music) 
Native American includes period in North 
America before European settlement 
 
European influences in American music, 
similarities between the music in the 
American colonies and the cities of 
Europe (The influence of Europe was very 
strong in the colonies due to the 
movement of settlers from Europe to 
America.) 

Appalachian – dulcimer, fiddle, banjo, 
guitar, West African – drums, rattles, 
thumb piano); polyrhythm in West African 
music not in Native American 

 
Periods:  

Colonial American (e.g. work songs, 
game songs, patriotic music, lullaby, folk 
music)  
Native American includes period in North 
America before European settlement 
 
European influences in American music, 
similarities between the music in the 
American colonies and the cities of 
Europe (The influence of Europe was very 
strong in the colonies due to the 
movement of settlers from Europe to 
America.)  

Dance 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• associate dances they observe or perform with 
specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian, 
West African); describe in simple terms how 
dances reflect the cultures 
• associate dances they observe or perform with the 
Colonial American period in history; describe in 
simple terms how dances reflect the Colonial 
American time period 
• describe the dance of specific cultures using 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• associate dances they observe or perform with 
specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian, 
West African); describe how dances reflect the 
cultures (e.g., hunting dances from Native 
American and West African cultures) 
• associate dances they observe or perform with the 
Colonial American period in history; describe how 
dances reflect the Colonial American time period 
(e.g., social dances, square dancing) 
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dance terminology 
 
 
 
AH-04-2.2.1 
Students will identify how dance has been 
a part of cultures and periods throughout 
history. 

DOK 2 
 
Cultures:  

Native American, 
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
 
Similarities and differences in the use of 
dance (e.g., purposes: harvest and 
hunting dances in Native American and 
West African cultures), use of elements 
of dance among cultures 

 
Periods:  

Colonial American (European influences 
on American dance, e.g., social dances, 
square dancing, folk dances) 
Native American includes period in 
North America before European 
settlement 

• describe the dance of specific cultures using 
dance terminology 
 
 
AH-05-2.2.1 
Students will describe or explain how 
dance has been a part of cultures and 
periods throughout history. 

DOK 2 
 
Cultures:  

Native American, 
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
 
Similarities and differences in the use of 
dance (e.g., purposes: harvest and 
hunting dances in Native American and 
West African cultures), use of elements 
of dance among cultures 

 
Periods:  

Colonial American (European influences 
on American dance, e.g., social dances, 
square dancing, folk dances) 
Native American includes period in 
North America before European 
settlement 
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Drama/Theatre 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• associate story telling, myths, legends, or 
folktales they experience or perform with specific 
cultures (Native American, Appalachian, West 
African); describe how literature and oral tradition 
reflect the cultures 
• associate folktales, legends, or myths they 
experience or perform with the Colonial American 
period in history; describe how literature and oral 
tradition reflect the Colonial American time period 
• describe story telling, myths, legends, or folktales 
of specific cultures using drama/theatre 
terminology 
 
 
 
AH-04-2.3.1 
Students will identify how drama has been 
a part of cultures and time periods 
throughout history.  

DOK 2 
Cultures: 

Native American,  
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
(The use of storytelling, myths, legends, 
folktales in these cultures) 

 
Periods: 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• associate folktales, legends or myths they 
experience or perform with specific cultures 
(Native American, Appalachian, West African); 
describe how the literature and oral traditions 
reflect the cultures 
• associate folktales, legends, or myths they 
experience or perform with the Colonial American 
period in history; describe how the literature and 
oral traditions reflect the Colonial American time 
period 
• describe folktales, legends, or myths of specific 
cultures using drama/theatre terminology 
• use print and non-print sources to explore, 
describe and compare themes, characters, and 
situations in dramas from different cultures 
 
AH-05-2.3.1 
Students will describe or explain how 
drama has been a part of cultures and time 
periods throughout history.  

DOK 2 
Cultures: 

Native American,  
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
(The use of storytelling, myths, legends, 
folktales in these cultures) 

 



Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary Curriculum Draft  
Arnett Elementary, Howell Elementary, Lindeman Elementary & Miles Elementary 
 
 

Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Curriculum Draft 
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools 
5/06 & 8/06 
 

14 

Colonial American - European influence 
on American drama/theatre, plays from 
England (The influence of Europe was 
very strong in the colonies due to the 
movement of settlers from Europe to 
America.) 
Native American includes period in 
North America before European 
settlement 

Periods: 
Colonial American - European influence 
on American drama/theatre, plays from 
England (The influence of Europe was 
very strong in the colonies due to the 
movement of settlers from Europe to 
America.) 
Native American includes period in 
North America before European 
settlement 
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Visual Arts 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• associate artworks they experience or create with 
specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian, 
West African); describe in simple terms how the art 
of these cultures reflects the cultures 
• associate artworks they experience or create with 
the Colonial American period in history; describe 
how the art of the American Colonies reflects the 
Colonial American time period (e.g., European 
influences in American visual art) 
• describe artworks of specific cultures using visual 
art terminology 
 
 
 
AH-04-2.4.1 
Students will identify how visual art has 
been a part of cultures and time periods 
throughout history.  

DOK 2 
 
Cultures: 

Native American, 
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
 
Similarities and differences in the use of 
art (e.g., purposes for creating art, folk 
art) and elements of art and principles of 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• associate artworks they experience or create with 
specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian, 
West African); describe how the art of these 
cultures reflects the culture 
• associate artworks they experience or create with 
the Colonial American period in history; describe 
how the art of the American Colonies reflects the 
Colonial American time period (e.g., European 
influences in American visual art) 
• describe artworks of specific cultures using visual 
art terminology 
• compare distinguishing characteristics of 
artworks from different cultures and time periods 
 
AH-05-2.4.1 
Students will describe or explain how visual 
art has been a part of cultures and time 
periods throughout history.  

DOK 2 
 
Cultures: 

Native American, 
Traditional Appalachian 
West African  
 
Similarities and differences in the use of 
art (e.g., purposes for creating art, folk 
art) and elements of art and principles of 
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design among cultures (e.g., how line, 
color, pattern, etc. are used in artworks), 
media in relation to these cultures (e.g., 
wood, fiber) 

 
Periods:  

Colonial American  
European influences in American visual 
art, similarities between the visual art in 
the American colonies and the cities of 
Europe (The influence of Europe was 
very strong in the colonies due to the 
movement of settlers from Europe to 
America.)  
Native American includes period in North 
America before European settlement 

design among cultures (e.g., how line, 
color, pattern, etc. are used in artworks), 
media in relation to these cultures (e.g., 
wood, fiber) 

 
Periods:  

Colonial American  
European influences in American visual 
art, similarities between the visual art in 
the American colonies and the cities of 
Europe (The influence of Europe was 
very strong in the colonies due to the 
movement of settlers from Europe to 
America.)  
Native American includes period in North 
America before European settlement 



Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary Curriculum Draft  
Arnett Elementary, Howell Elementary, Lindeman Elementary & Miles Elementary 
 
 

Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Curriculum Draft 
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools 
5/06 & 8/06 
 

17 

 

Purposes for Creating the Arts 
The arts have played a major role throughout the history of humans. As the result of the power of the arts to communicate on a basic human level, 
they continue to serve a variety of purposes in society. The arts are used for artistic expression to portray specific emotions or feelings, to tell 
stories in a narrative manner, to imitate nature and to persuade others. The arts bring meaning to ceremonies, rituals, celebrations and 
commemorations. Additionally, they are used for recreation and to support recreational activities. Students experience the arts in a variety of roles 
through their own creations and performances and through those of others. Through their activities and observations, students learn to create arts 
and use them for a variety of purposes in society. 

 4th Grade 5th Grade 

 



Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary Curriculum Draft  
Arnett Elementary, Howell Elementary, Lindeman Elementary & Miles Elementary 
 
 

Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Curriculum Draft 
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools 
5/06 & 8/06 
 

18 

 

Music Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• identify purposes for which music is created (e.g., 
ceremonial, recreational, artistic expression) 
• listen to and perform music created to fulfill a 
variety of specific purposes 
 
 
AH-04-3.1.1 
Students will identify how music fulfills a 
variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of music (different roles of 

music) 
Ceremonial - music created or 
performed for rituals or celebrations 
(e.g., patriotic music, music for 
worship) 
Recreational - music for entertainment 
(e.g., music for play such as game 
songs, music for dances and social 
events, music for physical activities, 
music as a hobby) 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• describe and compare multiple purposes for 
which music is created to fulfill (ceremonial, 
recreational, artistic expression) 
• create new, listen to, choose and perform music to 
fulfill a variety of specific purposes 
 
AH-05-3.1.1 
Students will describe or explain how 
music fulfills a variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of music (different roles of 

music) 
Ceremonial - music created or 
performed for rituals or celebrations 
(e.g., patriotic music, music for 
worship) 
Recreational - music for entertainment 
(e.g., music for play such as game 
songs, music for dances and social 
events, music for physical activities, 
music as a hobby) 
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Artistic Expression - music created with 
the intent to express or communicate 
one’s emotions, feelings, ideas, 
experience (e.g., music created and 
performed in a concert setting for an 
audience) 

Artistic Expression - music created 
with the intent to express or 
communicate one’s emotions, feelings, 
ideas, experience (e.g., music created 
and performed in a concert setting for 
an audience) 
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Dance 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• identify purposes for which dance is created (e.g., 
ceremonial, recreational, artistic expression) 
• observe and perform dance created to fulfill a 
variety of specific purposes 
 
 
AH-04-3.2.1 
Students will identify how dance fulfills a 
variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of dance: (different roles of 
dance) 

Ceremonial - dances created or 
performed for rituals or celebrations 
(e.g., dances of Native Americans and 
West Africans to celebrate life events 
such as harvest, ritual dances 
associated with worship) 
Recreational - dancing for 
entertainment, to support recreational 
activities (e.g., ballroom, line dancing, 
aerobic dance, dance as a hobby) 
Artistic Expression - dance created with 
the intent to express or communicate 
emotion, feelings, ideas, (e.g., ballet, 
tap dance, modern dance, dance 
created and performed in a concert 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• describe and compare multiple purposes for which 
dance is created (ceremonial, recreational, artistic 
expression) 
• create new, observe, choose and perform dance to 
fulfill a variety of specific purposes 
 
AH-05-3.2.1 
Students will describe or explain how 
dance fulfills a variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of dance: (different roles of 
dance) 

Ceremonial - dances created or 
performed for rituals or celebrations 
(e.g., dances of Native Americans and 
West Africans to celebrate life events 
such as harvest, ritual dances 
associated with worship) 
Recreational - dancing for 
entertainment, to support recreational 
activities (e.g., ballroom, line dancing, 
aerobic dance, dance as a hobby) 
Artistic Expression - dance created with 
the intent to express or communicate 
emotion, feelings, ideas, (e.g., ballet, 
tap dance, modern dance, dance 
created and performed in a concert 
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and/or theatrical setting for an 
audience) 

and/or theatrical setting for an 
audience) 
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DRAMA Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• identify purposes for which dramatic works are 
created (e.g., sharing the human experience, 
passing on tradition and culture, recreational, 
artistic expression) 
• observe and perform dramatic works created to 
fulfill a variety of specific purposes 
 
 
AH-04-3.3.1 
Students will identify how drama/theatre 
fulfills a variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of drama/theatre: (different roles 
of drama) 

Sharing the human experience - to 
express or communicate emotion, 
feelings, ideas, information through 
dramatic works (e.g., storytelling, role 
playing, narrative works)  
Passing on tradition and culture - to 
express or communicate feelings, ideas, 
information (e.g., narrative, storytelling, 
folktales, myths and legends) 
Recreational drama for entertainment 
(e.g., drama/theatre as a hobby) 
Artistic expression - drama created with 
the intent to express or communicate 
emotion, feelings, ideas, information 
(e.g., dramatic works created and 
performed by actors in a theatrical 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• describe and compare multiple purposes for which 
dramatic works are created (sharing the human 
experience, passing on tradition and culture, 
recreational, artistic expression) 
• create or write new, observe, choose and perform 
dramatic works to fulfill a variety of specific 
purposes 
 
AH-05-3.3.1 
Students will describe or explain how 
drama/theatre fulfills a variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of drama/theatre: (different roles 
of drama) 

Sharing the human experience - to 
express or communicate emotion, 
feelings, ideas, information through 
dramatic works (e.g., storytelling, role 
playing, narrative works)  
Passing on tradition and culture - to 
express or communicate feelings, 
ideas, information (e.g., narrative, 
storytelling, folktales, myths and 
legends) 
Recreational drama for entertainment 
(e.g., drama/theatre as a hobby) 
Artistic expression - drama created 
with the intent to express or 
communicate emotion, feelings, ideas, 
information (e.g., dramatic works 
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setting for an audience) created and performed by actors in a 
theatrical setting for an audience) 
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Visual Arts 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• identify purposes for which artworks are created 
(e.g., ceremonial, artistic expression, narrative, 
functional) 
• create new and experience artworks designed to 
fulfill a variety of specific purposes 
 
AH-04-3.4.1 
Students will identify how art fulfills a 
variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of art: (different roles of art) 

Ceremonial - ritual, celebration, 
artworks created to support worship 
ceremonies (e.g., ceremonial masks) 
Artistic expression - artwork to express 
or communicate emotions, ideas, 
feelings (e.g., for self-expression, to 
decorate or beautify objects) 
Narrative - artworks that tell stories, 
describe and illustrate experiences, or 
communicate ideas or information, art 
to document important or historical 
events (e.g., Native American totem 
poles, cave and wall paintings) 
Functional - artistic objects used in 
everyday life (e.g., pottery, quilts, 
baskets.) 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• describe and compare multiple purposes for which 
artworks are created (ceremonial, artistic 
expression, narrative, functional) 
• create new, choose and experience artworks 
created to fulfill a variety of specific purposes 
 
AH-05-3.4.1 
Students will describe or explain how art 
fulfills a variety of purposes.  

DOK 2 
 
Purposes of art: (different roles of art) 

Ceremonial - ritual, celebration, artworks 
created to support worship ceremonies 
(e.g., ceremonial masks) 
Artistic expression - artwork to express 
or communicate emotions, ideas, 
feelings (e.g., for self-expression, to 
decorate or beautify objects)  
Narrative - artworks that tell stories, 
describe and illustrate experiences, or 
communicate ideas or information, art to 
document important or historical events 
(e.g., Native American totem poles, cave 
and wall paintings) 
Functional - artistic objects used in 
everyday life (e.g., pottery, quilts, 
baskets.) 
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Processes in the Arts 
There are three distinctive processes involved in the arts. These processes are creating new works, performing works for expressive purposes 
and responding to artworks. Each process is critical and relies on others for completion. Artists create works to express ideas, feelings or beliefs. 
The visual arts capture a moment in time while the performing arts (music, dance, drama/theatre) are performed for a live audience. The audience 
responds to the artistic expressions emotionally and intellectually based on the meaning of the work. Each process enhances understanding, 
abilities and appreciation of others. Students involved in these processes over time will gain a great appreciation for the arts, for artists past and 
present and for the value of artistic expression. 

 4th Grade 5th Grade 
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Music Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating and performing 
music alone and with others 
• use knowledge of the elements of music and 
music terminology to describe and critique their 
own performances and the performances of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating music 
(e.g., skill of performers, originality, emotional 
impact, variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of music being 
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating, notating, 
improvising and performing simple melodies 
(melodic shape/contour, meter), alone and with 
others 
• sing and play simple rhythmic or tonal patterns by 
reading music notation, alone, and in small and 
large ensembles 
• use knowledge of the elements of music and 
music terminology to describe and critique their 
own performances and the performances of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating music 
(e.g., skill of performers, originality, emotional 
impact, variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of music being 
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way 
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AH-04-4.1.1 
Students will create and notate short, simple 
melodies that demonstrate melodic 
shape/contour and meter. 

 
 
 
AH-05-4.1.1 
Students will create and notate short, simple 
melodies that demonstrate melodic 
shape/contour and meter. 

 AH-04-4.1.2 
Students will create and perform simple 
melodic or rhythmic accompaniments to given 
melodies. 

AH-05-4.1.2 
Students will create and perform simple 
melodic or rhythmic accompaniments to given 
melodies. 

 AH-04-4.1.3 
Students will improvise answers in similar style 
to given rhythmic and/or melodic phrases. 

AH-05-4.1.3 
Students will improvise answers in similar style 
to given rhythmic and/or melodic phrases. 

 AH-04-4.1.4 
Students will sing and play alone simple 
rhythmic or tonal patterns by reading music 
notation; be able to sustain own part in an 
ensemble. 

AH-05-4.1.4 
Students will sing and play alone simple 
rhythmic or tonal patterns by reading music 
notation; be able to sustain own part in an 
ensemble. 

 AH-04-4.1.5 
Students will sing alone and with others a 
varied repertoire of music. 

AH-05-4.1.5 
Students will sing alone and with others a 
varied repertoire of music. 
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Dance 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating and performing 
dance alone and with others 
• perform traditional folk dances, square dances, 
and ethnic dances. (Native American, West 
African/African-American, Early American and 
folk) 
• use knowledge of the elements of dance and 
dance terminology to describe and critique their 
own performances and the performances of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating dance 
(e.g., skill of performers, originality, emotional 
impact, variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of dance being 
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way 
 
 
 
AH-04-4.2.1 
Students will create patterns of movement 
incorporating the elements of dance (space, 
time and force). 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating and performing 
dance (incorporating the elements of dance: space, 
time and force) alone and with others 
• perform traditional folk dances, square dances 
and ethnic dances (Native American, West 
African/African-American, Early American and 
folk) 
• use knowledge of the elements of dance and 
dance terminology to describe and critique their 
own performances and the performances of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating dance 
(e.g., skill of performers, originality, emotional 
impact, variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of dance being 
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way 
 
 
AH-05-4.2.1 
Students will create patterns of movement 
incorporating the elements of dance (space, 
time and force). 

 AH-04-4.2.2 
Students will create a movement sequence 
with a beginning, middle and end. 

AH-05-4.2.2 
Students will create a movement sequence 
with a beginning, middle and end. 
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  AH-04-4.2.3 
Students will perform traditional folk dances, 
square dances and ethnic dances. (Native 
American, West African/African-American, 
Early American and folk) 

AH-05-4.2.3 
Students will perform traditional folk dances, 
square dances and ethnic dances. (Native 
American, West African/African-American, 
Early American and folk) 

Drama/Theatre 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating and performing 
dramatic works 
• use knowledge of the elements of drama and 
drama terminology to describe and critique their 
own performances and the performances of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating dramatic 
works (e.g., skill of performers, originality, 
emotional impact, variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of dramatic works 
being performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AH-04-4.3.1 
Students will create and perform using 
elements of drama (Literary, Technical, 
Performance) 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating, improvising and 
performing dramatic works using elements of 
drama (Literary, Technical, Performance) 
• use a variety of resources (e.g., research, peers, 
technology) to write, refine, and record dialogue 
and action 
•  use knowledge of the elements of drama and 
drama terminology to describe and critique their 
own performances and the performances of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating dramatic 
works (e.g., skill of performers, originality, 
emotional impact, variety, interest, technical 
requirements: lighting, sound, scenery, costumes) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of dramatic works 
being performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way 
 
AH-05-4.3.1 
Students will create and perform using 
elements of drama (Literary, Technical, 
Performance) 
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 AH-04-4.3.2 
Students will improvise to tell stories that show 
action and have a clear beginning, middle and 
end. (Literary elements) 

AH-05-4.3.2 
Students will improvise to tell stories that show 
action and have a clear beginning, middle and 
end. (Literary elements) 
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Visual Arts 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating artworks 
• use knowledge of the elements and principles of 
art and art terminology to describe and critique 
their own work and the work of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating visual 
(e.g., skill of artist, originality, emotional impact, 
variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of the artwork being 
viewed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive 
and constructive way 
 
 
 
 
• describe personal responses to artwork; 
explain why there might be different responses 
to specific works of artAH-04-4.4.1 
Students will create artwork using the 
elements of art and principles of design. 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Visual Arts 
Students will 
• be actively involved in selecting media, 
techniques, and processes for creating artworks 
applying the elements of art and principles of 
design 
• use knowledge of the elements and principles of 
art and art terminology to describe and critique 
their own work and the work of others 
• identify possible criteria for evaluating visual 
(e.g., skill of artist, originality, emotional impact, 
variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing 
the particular context and style of the artwork being 
viewed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive 
and constructive way 
 
• describe personal responses to artwork; 
explain why there might be different responses 
to specific works of art (e.g., personal 
experience, interest, medium used, 
effectiveness of message) 
 
 
 
 
AH-05-4.4.1 
Students will create artwork using the 
elements of art and principles of design. 
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 AH-04-4.4.2 Students will use a variety of media 
and art processes to produce two-dimensional (2-D) 
and three-dimensional (3-D) artwork. 

AH-05-4.4.2Students will use a variety of media and 
art processes to produce two-dimensional (2-D) and 
three-dimensional (3-D) artwork. 

 
 
 



Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary Curriculum Draft  
Arnett Elementary, Howell Elementary, Lindeman Elementary & Miles Elementary 
 
 

Intermediate Arts & Humanities (4th & 5th Grades) 
Curriculum Draft 
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools 
5/06 & 8/06 
 

33 

 
*Interrelationships Among the Arts has been removed form CC 4.1 at the elementary level, but remains a part of the curriculum. 
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Health Education 
Basic to health education is a foundation of knowledge, attitudes, skills and behaviors impacting healthy lifestyles. Healthy family relationships are 
critical to maintaining the family unit that historically has been considered the fabric of society. While parents are the primary source from which 
children learn skills to act responsibly in relationships, the community and school play supportive roles. Health literacy includes an understanding 
of how the body functions as well as behaviors and decisions that will foster life-long health. It is assuming responsibility for personal health 
throughout the life cycle and fostering behaviors and practices that will enhance family health. 
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 4th Grade 5th Grade 

Personal Wellness 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Personal and 
Physical Health 
Students will 
• describe the relationship between personal health 
behaviors and individual well-being 
• explain the characteristics of mental/emotional, 
social and physical health 
• explain and exhibit responsibility to oneself and 
others 
• describe how individual behaviors and choices of 
diet, exercise and rest affect the body 
 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Growth and 
Development 
Students will 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Personal and 
Physical Health 
Students will 
• explain the importance of assuming responsibility 
for personal health behaviors 
• determine health goals by identifying personal 
strengths and weakness 
• describe how individual behaviors and choices of 
diet, exercise and rest affect the body 
 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Growth and 
Development 
Students will 
• explain the concept of maturity as it relates to 
physical, social and emotional development 
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• explain why growth and development are unique 
to each individual 
• develop an awareness of the interrelatedness of 
body functions and the impact lifestyle choices has 
on body systems 
• describe physical, social and emotional changes 
that occur during preadolescence 
 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Social, Mental 
and Emotional Health 
Students will 
• demonstrate social interaction skills by: 

o using etiquette, politeness, sharing and 
other social interaction skills 

o working and playing collaboratively in 
large and small groups 

o using appropriate means to express needs, 
wants and feelings 

o distinguishing between verbal and 
nonverbal communication 

o describing characteristics needed to be a 
responsible friend and family member 

o identifying social interaction skills that 
enhance individual health 

• describe how goal setting can lead to personal 
achievement 
• identify and describe common social and 
emotional problems (aggression, anxiety, 
depression) 
• demonstrate the ability to apply a decision-
making process to solve health issues and health 
problems 
• identify self-management and coping strategies 

• describe physical, social and emotional changes 
that occur during preadolescence 
 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Social, Mental and 
Emotional Health 
Students will 
• demonstrate social interaction skills by: 

o using appropriate means to express needs, 
wants and feelings 

o using effective social interaction skills 
(e.g., listening, cooperation, making 
friends, empathy) 

o recommending ways to avoid or reduce 
stressful situations/harmful behaviors in 
relationships e.g. bullying, peer pressure, 
conflict) 

• demonstrate the ability to apply a decision-making 
process to solve health issues and health problems 
• identify common social and emotional problems 
(aggression, anxiety, depression) 
• identify self-management and coping strategies 
(goal setting, refusal skills, decision making and 
time management) that enhance health 
 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Family and 
Community Health 
Students will 
• analyze how personal health, health behaviors and 
use of health services can be influenced by: 

o family traditions/values 
o technology and media messages 
o cultural beliefs 
o physical and social environments 
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(goal setting, refusal skills, decision making and 
time management) that enhance health 
 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Family Health 
Students will 
• describe how culture influences personal health 
behaviors 
• describe ways technology and media influences 
thoughts, feelings and personal health 
• explain how family traditions/values impact 
personal health practices 
• explain how information from school and family 
influences health 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Communicable, 
Non-Communicable and Chronic Diseases 
Prevention 
Students will 
• describe symptoms and treatments of: 

o communicable diseases (cold, strep throat 
and chicken pox) 

o non-communicable diseases (asthma, heart 
disease, diabetes, skin cancer) 

• demonstrate an understanding of how to maintain 
a healthy body by: 

o explaining how body systems work 
together (e.g., digestive, circulatory and 
respiratorysystems) 

o listing body defenses that fight pathogens 
o describing ways pathogens from the 

environment enter the body 
o identifying and explaining behaviors that 

promote personal hygiene (e.g., the use of 
grooming products) or can affect self and 

o information from peers 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Communicable, 
Non-Communicable and Chronic Disease 
Prevention 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of diseases by: 

o describing symptoms and treatments of 
communicable diseases (cold, strep throat, 
chicken pox) 

o describing symptoms and treatments of 
non-communicable diseases (asthma, heart 
disease, diabetes, skin cancer) 

• investigate family history, environment, lifestyle 
and other risk factors related to the cause or 
prevention of disease and other health problems 
• demonstrate an understanding of how to maintain a 
healthy body by: 

o explaining how body systems work 
together (e.g., digestive, circulatory and 
respiratory systems) 

o describing ways pathogens from the 
environment enter the body and body 
defenses that fight pathogens 

o identifying and explaining behaviors that 
promote personal hygiene (e.g., the use of 
grooming products) or can affect self and 
others in the prevention and spread of 
disease (e.g., hand washing, care of teeth 
and eyes, covering coughs and sneezes, sun 
protection) 

o describing reasons for regular visits to 
health care providers 
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others in the prevention and spread of 
disease (e.g., hand washing, care of teeth 
and eyes, covering coughs and sneezes, 
sun protection) 

o describing reasons for regular visits to 
health care providers 

 
 
 
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts – Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Other Drugs 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of the use and 
misuse of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs: 

o distinguish between the use and misuse of 
drugs, alcohol and tobacco and identify the 
effects each use might have on the body 

describe their effects on physical, mental, 
emotional and social health (e.g., effects on family 
life) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Core Content 4.1 
 
PL-04-1.1.1 
Students will describe effective social 
interaction skills (e.g., identifying emotions, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts – Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Other Drugs 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of the use and 
misuse of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs by: 

o distinguishing between the use and misuse 
of drugs, alcohol and tobacco and identify 
the effects each use might have on the body 

o describing their effects on physical, mental, 
emotional and social health (e.g., effects on 
family life) 

o identifying illegal drugs (inhalants, 
marijuana, stimulants, depressants) and 
describing how their usage affects the body 
systems 

o identifying resources available to 
individuals seeking treatment or counseling 
for negative behaviors or addictions 

 
Core Content 4.1 
 
PL-05-1.1.1 
Students will describe effective social 
interaction skills (e.g., identifying emotions, 
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 PL- 04-1.1.5 
Begins in 6th Grade 

PL-05-1.1.5 
Begins in 6th Grade 

 PL-04-1.1.6  PL-05-1.1.6  

listening, cooperation, communication, 
sharing, empathy, following directions and 
making friends) that promote responsible 
and respectful behavior.  

DOK 2 

listening, cooperation, communication, 
sharing, empathy, following directions and 
making friends) that promote responsible 
and respectful behavior.  

DOK 2 

 PL-04-1.1.2 
Students will describe strategies for stress 
management, problem solving, conflict 
resolution and communication (e.g., self-
esteem, self-control, empathy, asking for 
help, forgiveness/reconciliation, how to 
apologize, active listening, anger 
management, standing up for one's rights).  

DOK 2 

PL-05-1.1.2 
Students will recommend effective 
strategies for responding to stress, conflict, 
peer pressure and bullying (e.g., fairness, 
compromise, standing up for one’s rights, 
anger management, problem-solving, 
refusal skills, verbal/nonverbal 
communication).  

DOK 2 

  PL-04-1.1.3 
Students will describe how physical, social and 
emotional changes occur during 
preadolescence.  

PL-05-1.1.3 
Students will describe how physical, social and 
emotional changes occur during 
preadolescence.  

 PL-04-1.1.4 
Begins in 6th Grade 

PL-05-1.1.4 
Begins in 6th Grade 
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Students will describe how an individual’s 
behavior and choices relating to diet, 
exercise and rest affect body systems (e.g., 
circulatory, respiratory, digestive). 

DOK 2 

Students will describe how an individual’s 
behavior choices and habits relating to diet, 
exercise, rest and other choices (e.g., 
tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs) affect body 
systems (e.g., circulatory, respiratory, 
digestive). 

DOK 2 

 PL-04-1.1.7  
Students will explain how strategies (e.g., 
diet, exercise, rest, immunizations) and 
good hygiene practices (e.g., hand washing, 
brushing teeth, using tissues, not sharing 
personal items, adequate protection from 
ultraviolet rays) promote good health and 
prevent communicable (cold, flu/influenza, 
measles, strep throat, lice) and non-
communicable (heart disease, diabetes, 
obesity, cancer, asthma) diseases.  

DOK 2 

PL-05-1.1.7  
Students will explain how strategies (e.g., 
diet exercise, rest, immunizations) and good 
hygiene practices (e.g., hand washing, 
brushing teeth, using tissues, not sharing 
personal items, adequate protection from 
ultraviolet rays) promote good health and 
prevent communicable (cold, flu/influenza, 
measles, strep throat) and non-
communicable (heart disease, diabetes, 
obesity, cancer, asthma) diseases.  

DOK 2 

 PL-04-1.1.8  
Students will identify behavior choices 
(tobacco, alcohol, illegal drug use) that 
result in negative consequences. 

 DOK 1 

PL-05-1.1.8  
Students will explain risks associated with 
unhealthy habits and behaviors (tobacco, 
alcohol, illegal drug use).  

DOK 2 

 PL-04-1.1.9  
Students will describe symptoms of 
common social and emotional problems 
(aggression, anxiety, depression).  

DOK 2 

PL-05-1.1.9  
Students will explain the importance of 
social and emotional health and the 
symptoms of common social and emotional 
problems (aggression, anxiety, depression).  

DOK 2 
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 PL-04-1.1.10  
Begins in 6th Grade 

PL-05-1.1.10  
Students will identify resources (e.g. guidance counselors, drug 
counselors, parents, teachers) that are helpful for individuals 
seeking treatment or counseling for negative behaviors or 
addictions (e.g. drug addiction, eating disorders).  

 PL-04-1.1.11  
Students will identify self-management and coping 
strategies (goal setting, decision making and time 
management).  

DOK 1 

PL-05-1.1.11  
Students will recommend self-management and coping 
strategies (goal setting, decision making and time 
management) for maintaining mental and emotional health.  

DOK 2. 
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  Grade 4 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• explain the role of the digestive system in nutrition 
• describe the relationship between food choices in staying healthy 
• explain how to use resources (e.g., Food Guide Pyramid (FGP), 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans) in making healthful food choices 
• identify nutrients which are important to growth and development of 
healthy bodies 
• identify and explain the nutritional information provided on food 
labels 
PL-04-1.2.1  
Students will identify foods containing nutrients (protein, 
carbohydrates, fats), which are important in the growth and 
development of healthy bodies.  

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• provide examples of foods that are sources of the six nutrients 
(protein, carbohydrates, fats, minerals, vitamins, water) 
• identify the role of nutrients and food sources which are important in 
the growth and development of healthy bodies 
• interpret and explain the recommendations of national resources (e.g., 
Food Guide Pyramid (FGP), Dietary Guidelines for Americans) in 
making healthful food choices 
• explain the role of the digestive system in nutrition 
• explain how the nutritional information provided on food labels 
impacts dietary choices 
PL-05-1.2.1  
Students will identify the role of nutrients (protein, carbohydrates, 
fats, minerals, vitamins, water), which are important in the 
growth, and development of healthy bodies (e.g., strong bones 
and muscles, energy).  

 PL-04-1.2.2  
Students will describe key recommendations made in the 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans (weight management, 
physical activity, food groups to encourage) and the overall 
purpose of these guidelines. 

DOK 2 

PL-05-1.2.2  
Students will explain key recommendations made in the 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans (weight management, 
physical activity, food groups to encourage) and the overall 
purpose of these guidelines.  

DOK 2 
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  Grade 4 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• practice safety rules/procedures for crossing 
streets/highway, riding in cars and on buses and using 
playground equipment 
• identify and explain ways to prevent injuries at 
home and at school (e.g., seat belts, helmets, knee 
pads, falls, poisonings) in a variety of situations 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• explain and practice safety rules/procedures for crossing streets/highway, 
riding in cars and on buses and using playground equipment 
• identify and explain ways to prevent injuries at home and at school (e.g., 
seat belts, helmets, knee pads, falls, poisonings) for a variety of situations 
• demonstrate school and home safety procedures (e.g., tornado, fire, 
earthquake drills) 
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• explain and demonstrate school and home safety 
procedures (e.g., tornado, fire, earthquake drills) 
• identify the effects injuries have on the body (e.g., 
skeletal system, skin, eyes) 
• identify proper procedures (e.g., calling 911, 
Heimlich maneuver, stop, drop & roll, apply pressure) 
for dealing with a variety of emergency situations 
(e.g., choking, bleeding, burns) 
• demonstrate awareness of how to avoid danger (e.g., 
fires, strangers) (e.g., through role plays, discussions, 
drawing) 
• identify the available health and safety agencies in a 
community and the services they provide (e.g., health 
department, fire department, police, ambulance 
services) 

• explain and demonstrate the effects injuries have on the body (e.g., skeletal 
system, skin, eyes) 
• describe proper procedures (e.g., calling 911, Heimlich maneuver, stop, 
drop & roll, apply pressure) for dealing with a variety of emergency 
situations (e.g., choking, bleeding, burns and broken bones) 
• explain safety practices (e.g., use of seatbelts/helmets/life vests) for dealing 
with a variety of health hazards (e.g., crossing the street, talking to strangers, 
dealing with threatening situations) while at home, school and play 
• describe how to avoid dangerous situations involving strangers, fires and 
internet safety 
• identify the available community and state health and safety agencies and 
the services they provide (e.g., health department, fire department, state 
police, hospital transport services) 
• access and use reliable resources on safety guidelines for avoiding injuries 
and dangerous situations 
PL-05-1.3.1  
Students will describe safety practices (e.g., use of 
seatbelts/helmets/life vests) for dealing with a variety of health 
hazards (e.g., crossing the street, talking to strangers, dealing with 
threatening situations) while at home, school and play.  

 PL-04-1.3.2  
Students will identify proper procedures 
(calling 911, Heimlich maneuver, stop, drop & 
roll, apply pressure) for dealing with 
emergency situations (choking, bleeding, 
burns).  

DOK 1 

PL-05-1.3.2  
Students will identify proper procedures (e.g., calling 911, 
Heimlich maneuver, first aid) for dealing with emergency 
situations (choking, bleeding, burns, broken bones).  

DOK 1 
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Physical Education 
Addresses both health-related and skill-related components that promote enhanced health behaviors and increase responsible decision-making. 
Physical Education uses physical activity as a means to help students acquire skills, fitness, knowledge and attitudes that contribute to their 
optimal development and well-being. 

 

 

Psychomotor Skills 

 Grade 4 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• demonstrate a variety of locomotor and 
combination skills in a movement pattern 
• use non-locomotor, locomotor and combination 
skills to demonstrate movements in creative 
sequences and in simple patterned dances, games 
and other activities 

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• demonstrate a variety of locomotor and 
combination skills in a movement pattern 
• use non-locomotor, locomotor and combination 
skills to demonstrate movements in creative 
sequences and in simple patterned dances, games 
and other activities 
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• demonstrate a variety of non-locomotor, 
locomotor and combination skills while 
participating in different games and sports 
• develop manipulative skills of throwing, 
catching, kicking and striking while developing 
motor skills (e.g., sliding, running, jumping) for 
use in games and other activities that lead to more 
complex games and sports (e.g., basketball, 
volleyball, soccer, softball) 
• demonstrate and explain how movement patterns 
are influenced by space, force and time 
• willingly try new movement and skills 
PL-04-2.1.1 
Students will apply fundamental motor skills: 
Locomotor: 

• Walking  
• Running  
• Skipping 
• Hopping 
• Galloping 
• Sliding 
• Leaping 
• Jumping 

 
Nonlocomotor:  

• Turning 
• Twisting 
• Bending 
• Stretching 
• Swinging 
• Swaying 
• Balancing 

• demonstrate a variety of non-locomotor, locomotor 
and combination skills while participating in 
different games and sports 
• develop manipulative skills of throwing, catching, 
kicking and striking while developing motor 
skills (e.g., sliding, running, jumping) for use in 
games and other activities that lead to more complex 
games and sports (e.g., football, volleyball, soccer, 
softball) 
• demonstrate and explain how movement patterns 
are influenced by space, force and time 
PL-05-2.1.1 
Students will apply fundamental motor skills: 
Locomotor:  

• Walking 
• Running 
• Skipping 
• Hopping 
• Galloping 
• Sliding 
• Leaping 
• Jumping 

 
Nonlocomotor:  

• Turning 
• Twisting 
• Bending 
• Stretching 
• Swinging 
• Swaying 
• Balancing 
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Fundamental manipulative skills: 

• Hitting 
• Kicking 
• Throwing 
• Catching 
• Striking 
• Dribbling 

Fundamental manipulative skills:  
• Hitting 
• Kicking 
• Throwing 
• Catching 
• Striking 
• Dribbling 

  PL-04-2.1.2 
Students will explain the fundamental 
movement concepts:  

• Body awareness - what the body is 
doing 

• Space awareness - where the body 
moves 

• Time - how quickly the body moves 
• Effort - how the body moves 
• Relationship - relationships that occur 

while the body moves  

PL-05-2.1.2 
Students will apply fundamental movement 
concepts: 

• Body awareness - What the body is 
doing 

• Space awareness - Where the body 
moves 

• Time - How quickly the body moves 
• Effort - How the body moves 
• Relationship - Relationships that occur 

while the body moves  
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Grade 4 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• identify likes and dislikes connected with 
participating in sports and physical activities; 
explain how physical activity provides 
opportunities for enjoyment, challenge, self-
expression and social interaction 
• identify and engage in physical activities that 
promote physical fitness and health 
• describe the potential positive and negative (e.g., 
injury) effects of regular participation in 
moderate to vigorous physical activities 
• participate in daily physical activity during and 
after school 
• relate the concept of practice to the importance of 
learning new skills; explain why repeated 
appropriate practice contributes to increased skill 
development 
• when participating in a variety of physical 
activities and games: 

o explain basic rules needed to make games 

 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• explain how physical activity provides 
opportunities for enjoyment, challenge, self-
expression and social interaction 
• explore a variety of physical activities in order to 
determine like and dislikes of games, sports and 
other activities 
• identify and explain health benefits that result from 
regular participation in physical activity 
• describe how physical activity is related to 
emotion/mental health 
• participate in daily physical activity during and 
after school 
• investigate the role of practice for successful 
participation in physical activity; explain why 
repeated appropriate practice contributes to increased 
skill development 
• investigate personal skill proficiency through a 
variety of tasks and explain why some skills are 
more developed than others 
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fair 
o identify the need for rules in social 

settings and choose appropriate 
behaviors 

o demonstrate cooperation with partners 
and small groups 

• demonstrate and apply the concept of 
sportsmanship (e.g., complying with rules, 
responding appropriately) in games, sports and 
physical activities 
• explain how rules of play and sportsmanship for 
spectators and participants during games or 
activities can make them safe and enjoyable 
• identify and participate in activities to enhance 
the health related fitness components (e.g., aerobic 
capacity/cardio-respiratory endurance, muscular 
endurance, muscular strength and flexibility) 
• identify the components of fitness (muscular 
strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, body 
composition, cardio-respiratory endurance); 
describe the meaning of F.I.T.T. Principle 
(Frequency, Intensity, Type, Time) 
PL-04-2.2.1 
Students will describe physical and social 
benefits that result from regular and 
appropriate participation in physical 
activities: 

• physical benefits (e.g., weight 
management, muscular strength, 
muscular endurance, flexibility, 
cardio-respiratory/cardiovascular 
endurance, control of body 
movements, stress reduction) 

• when participating in a variety of physical activities 
and games: 

o explain the need for rules in social settings 
o recognize and use appropriate safety 

principles, rules, procedures and etiquette 
• demonstrate appropriate behaviors of 
sportsmanship, cooperation, teamwork and conflict 
resolution in physical activity settings 
• explain how rules of play and sportsmanship for 
spectators and participants during games and/or 
activities make them safe and enjoyable 
• describe and demonstrate the health related fitness 
components (muscular strength, muscular endurance, 
flexibility, body composition, cardio respiratory 
endurance) 
• explain the meaning of F.I.T.T. Principle 
(Frequency, Intensity, Type, Time) as it relates to 
fitness 
• identify lifetime physical activities (e.g., biking, 
swimming) that meet requirements for improving 
fitness 
 
PL-05-2.2.1 
Students will explain how physical and 
social benefits that result from regular and 
appropriate participation in physical 
activities:  

• physical benefits (e.g,  weight 
management, muscular strength, 
muscular endurance, flexibility, cardio-
respiratory/cardiovascular endurance, 
control of body movements, stress 
reduction) 
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• social benefits (e.g., positive 
interaction with others, respect for 
self and others, enjoyment, self-
expression) 

DOK 1 

• social benefits: (e.g., positive 
interaction with others, respect for self 
and others, enjoyment, self-expression) 

DOK 2 

 PL-04-2.2.2 
Students will explain the importance of 
practice for improving performance in games 
and sports.  

PL-05-2.2.2 
Students will explain the importance of practice 
for improving performance in games and sports.  
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 PL-04-2.2.3  
Students will describe the components of 
fitness (muscular strength, muscular 
endurance, flexibility, body composition, 
cardio-respiratory/cardiovascular 
endurance) and the FITT Principle 
(Frequency, Intensity, Type, Time).  

DOK 1 

PL-05-2.2.3  
Students will describe the components of fitness 
(muscular strength, muscular endurance, 
flexibility, body composition, cardio-
respiratory/cardiovascular endurance) and the 
FITT Principle (Frequency, Intensity, Type, Time).  

DOK 1 

 PL-04-2.2.4  
Students will explain basic rules for 
participating in simple games and activities 
needed to make games fair. 

PL-05-2.2.4  
Students will explain why basic rules for participating 
in recreational games (e.g., four-square, horseshoes, 
table tennis) are needed to make games fair and 
enjoyable. 

 PL-04-2.2.5  
Students will explain how rules of play and 
sportsmanship for spectators and 
participants during games and/or activities 
make them safe and enjoyable. 

PL-05-2.2.5  
Students will explain how rules of play and 
sportsmanship for spectators and participants during 
games and/or activities make them safe and 
enjoyable. 
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*Additions to the document made by Erlanger-Elsmere Teachers are in blue.  The appropriate academic expectation(s), enduring 
understandings & additional information have been included in order to align & combine the CC 4.1 and POS into one curriculum 
document. 
 

Big Idea:  Writing Content 
To communicate effectively, students should be able to write for a variety of authentic purposes and audiences in a variety of forms connecting to 
prior knowledge and the students’ understanding of the content. In their writing, students should be able to create a focused purpose and 
controlling idea and develop ideas adequately considering the purpose, audience and form. 
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Students will: 
-Write to learn by applying strategies effectively (e.g., learning logs, grammar notebooks) 
-Write to demonstrate learning and understanding of content knowledge (e.g., on-demand responses, open responses, expository 
reports). 
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End of Primary 4th Grade 5th Grade 

WR-E-1.1.0 
Purpose/Audience: Students will establish and maintain a focused purpose to communicate with an authentic audience by 

• Narrowing the topic to create a specific purpose for writing 
• Establishing a controlling idea, theme, or conclusion about the topic 
• Choosing a perspective authentic to the writer 
• Analyzing and addressing the needs of the intended audience 
• Adhering to the characteristics of the form 
• Applying a suitable tone 
• Allowing voice to emerge when appropriate 

 
DOK 4 

WR-EP-1.1.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will evaluate personal progress 
toward meeting goals in literacy skills. 

• Students will recognize needs of the 
intended audience. 

• Students will use a suitable tone or 
appropriate voice. 

WR-04-1.1.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will evaluate personal progress 
toward meeting goals in literacy skills. 

• Students will analyze and address 
needs of the intended audience. 

• Students will use a suitable tone or 
appropriate voice. 

WR-05-1.1.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will evaluate personal progress 
toward meeting goals in literacy skills. 

• Students will analyze and address needs 
of the intended audience. 

• Students will sustain a suitable tone or 
appropriate voice. 
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WR-EP-1.1.2 
In Personal Expressive Writing, 

• Students will communicate the 
significance of the writer’s experience by 
focusing on life events or relationships. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., personal narrative, 
personal memoir). 

• Students will create a point of view. 
• Students will use a suitable tone or 

appropriate voice. 
In Literary Writing, 

• Students will communicate to an 
audience about the human condition by 
painting a picture, recreating a feeling, 
telling a story, capturing a moment, 
evoking an image or showing an 
extraordinary perception of the ordinary. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., short story, 
play/script, poem). 

• Students will use a suitable tone or 
appropriate voice. 

• Students will apply a fictional perspective 

WR-04-1.1.2 
In Personal Expressive Writing, 

• Students will communicate the 
significance of the writer’s experience by 
narrating about life events or 
relationships. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., personal narrative, 
personal memoir). 

• Students will create a point of view. 
• Students will use a suitable tone or 

appropriate voice. 
In Literary Writing, 

• Students will communicate to an 
audience about the human condition by 
painting a picture, recreating a feeling, 
telling a story, capturing a moment, 
evoking an image or showing an 
extraordinary perception of the ordinary. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., short story, 
play/script, poem). 

• Students will create a point of view. 
• Students will use a suitable tone or 

WR-05-1.1.2 
In Personal Expressive Writing, 

• Students will communicate the 
significance of the writer’s experience by 
narrating about life events or 
relationships. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., personal narrative, 
personal memoir, personal essay). 

• Students will create a point of view. 
• Students will sustain a suitable tone or 

appropriate voice. 
In Literary Writing, 

• Students will communicate to an 
audience about the human condition by 
painting a picture, recreating a feeling, 
telling a story, capturing a moment, 
evoking an image or showing an 
extraordinary perception of the ordinary. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., short story, 
play/script, poem.) 

• Students will create a point of view. 
• Students will sustain a suitable tone or 
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in literary writing when appropriate. appropriate voice. 
• Students will apply a fictional perspective 

in literary writing when appropriate. 

appropriate voice. 
• Students will apply a fictional perspective 

in literary writing when appropriate. 
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WR-EP-1.1.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will communicate a purpose 
through informing or persuading. 

• Students will develop an angle. 
• Students will communicate what the 

reader. should know, do or believe as a 
result of reading the piece. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., letter, feature article). 

• Students will use a suitable tone. 
• Students will allow voice to emerge when 

appropriate. 

WR-04-1.1.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will communicate a purpose 
through informing or persuading. 

• Students will develop an effective angle to 
achieve purpose. 

• Students will communicate as an 
informed writer to clarify what the reader 
should know, do or believe as a result of 
reading the piece. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., letter, feature article). 

• Students will use a suitable tone. 
• Students will allow voice to emerge when 

appropriate. 

WR-05-1.1.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will communicate a purpose 
through informing, persuading or 
analyzing. 

• Students will develop an effective angle to 
achieve purpose. 

• Students will communicate as an 
informed writer to clarify what the reader 
should know, do or believe as a result of 
reading the piece. 

• Students will apply characteristics of the 
selected form (e.g., letter, feature article) 

• Students will sustain a suitable tone. 
• Students will allow voice to emerge when 

appropriate. 

WR-E-1.2.0 
Idea Development/Support: Students will support main ideas and deepen the audience’s understanding of purpose by 

• Developing logical, justified and suitable explanations 
• Providing relevant elaboration 
• Explaining related connections or reflections 
• Applying idea development strategies appropriate for the form 

DOK 4 

WR-EP-1.2.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will develop the connection 

WR-04-1.2.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will develop the connection 

WR-05-1.2.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will develop the connection 
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between literacy skills (reading and 
writing) and understanding of content 
knowledge. 

• Students will describe own literacy skills, 
strategies or processes. 

• Students will explain own decisions about 
literacy goals. 

• Students will identify own strengths and 
areas for growth. 

between literacy skills (reading and 
writing) and understanding of content 
knowledge. 

• Students will describe own literacy skills, 
strategies, processes or areas of growth. 

• Students will explain own decisions about 
literacy goals. 

• Students will identify own strengths and 
areas for growth. 

• Students will support claims about self. 

between literacy skills (reading and 
writing) and understanding of content 
knowledge. 

• Students will describe own literacy skills, 
strategies, processes or areas of growth. 

• Students will explain own decisions about 
literacy goals. 

• Students will identify own strengths and 
areas for growth. 

• Students will support claims about self. 

WR-EP-1.2.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will communicate main idea 
through use of literary elements 
appropriate to the genre: 

o Students will develop characters 
(fictional/non-fictional) through 
thoughts, emotions, actions, 
descriptions or dialogue when 
appropriate. 

o Students will develop plot/story 
line appropriate to the form. 

o Students will develop setting, 
mood, scene, image or feeling. 

• Students will apply literary or poetic 
devices (e.g., simile, personification) 
when appropriate. 

• Students will incorporate reflection when 

WR-04-1.2.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will communicate main idea 
through use of literary elements 
appropriate to the genre. 

o Students will develop characters 
(fictional/non-fictional) through 
thoughts, emotions, actions, 
descriptions or dialogue when 
appropriate. 

o Students will develop plot/story 
line appropriate to the form. 

o Students will develop an 
appropriate setting, mood, scene, 
image or feeling. 

• Students will apply literary or poetic 
devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, 
personification) when appropriate. 

WR-05-1.2.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will communicate main idea 
through use of literary elements 
appropriate to the genre. 

o Students will develop characters 
(fictional/non-fictional) through 
thoughts, emotions, actions, 
descriptions or dialogue when 
appropriate. 

o Students will develop plot/story 
line appropriate to the form. 

o Students will develop an 
appropriate setting, mood, scene, 
image or feeling. 

• Students will apply literary or poetic 
devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, 
personification) when appropriate. 
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appropriate. • Students will incorporate reflection, 
insight and analysis when appropriate. 

• Students will incorporate reflection, 
insight and analysis when appropriate. 
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WR-EP-1.2.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will communicate 
relevant information. 

• Students will develop an angle 
with support (e.g., facts, 
examples, reasons, visuals). 

• Students will apply research to 
support ideas with facts and 
opinions. 

WR-04-1.2.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will communicate relevant 
information to clarify a specific purpose. 

• Students will develop an angle with support 
(e.g., facts, examples, reasons, comparisons, 
diagrams, charts, other visuals). 

• Students will develop explanations to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

• Students will apply research to support ideas 
with facts and opinions. 

• Students will incorporate persuasive 
techniques when appropriate (e.g., 
bandwagon, emotional appeal, testimonial, 
expert opinion). 

WR-05-1.2.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will communicate relevant 
information to clarify a specific purpose. 

• Students will develop an angle with support 
(e.g., facts, examples, reasons, comparisons, 
diagrams, charts, other visuals). 

• Students will develop explanations to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

• Students will apply research to support ideas 
with facts and opinions. 

• Students will incorporate persuasive 
techniques when appropriate (e.g., 
bandwagon, emotional appeal, testimonial, 
expert opinion). 
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Writing Structure 
To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language and genre structures to organize sentences, paragraphs and 
whole pieces logically and coherently. 
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WR-E-2.3.0 
Organization: Students will create unity and coherence to accomplish the focused purpose by 

• Engaging the audience 
• Establishing a context for reading when appropriate 
• Communicating ideas and support in a meaningful order 
• Applying transitions and transitional elements to guide the reader through the piece 
• Developing effective closure 

DOK 3 

WR-EP-2.3.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will engage the interest of 
the reader with meaningful 
content 

• Students will communicate ideas 
and details in meaningful order. 

• Students will use transitions or 
transitional elements between ideas 

WR-04-2.3.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will engage the interest of the 
reader. 

• Students will communicate ideas and details 
in meaningful order. 

• Students will apply a variety of transitions or 
transitional elements between ideas and 
details to guide the reader. 

WR-05-2.3.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will engage the interest of the 
reader. 

• Students will communicate ideas and details 
in meaningful order. 

• Students will apply a variety of transitions or 
transitional elements between ideas and 
details to guide the reader. 
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to guide the reader. 
• Students will create paragraphs. 
• Students will create conclusions 

effectively. 

• Students will apply paragraphing effectively. 
• Students will create conclusions effectively. 

• Students will apply paragraphing effectively. 
• Students will create conclusions effectively. 
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WR-EP-2.3.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will engage the interest of the reader 
with meaningful content 

• Students will communicate ideas and details in 
a meaningful order. 

• Students will use transitions or transitional 
elements between ideas to guide the reader. 

• Students will create paragraphs. 
• Students will arrange poetic stanzas in a way 

that enhances the meaning through the use of 
white space, line breaks and shape to 
enhance clarity and meaning 

• Students will create conclusions effectively 

WR-04-2.3.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will engage the interest of the 
reader. 

• Students will communicate ideas and 
details in a meaningful order. 

• Students will apply organizational 
devices (e.g., foreshadowing, 
flashback) when appropriate. 

• Students will apply a variety of 
transitions or transitional elements 
between ideas and details to guide the 
reader. 

• Students will apply paragraphing 
effectively. 

• Students will arrange poetic stanzas in 
a way that enhances the meaning 
through the use of white space, line 
breaks and shape. 

• Students will create conclusions 
effectively. 

WR-05-2.3.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will engage the interest of the 
reader. 

• Students will communicate ideas and 
details in a meaningful order. 

• Students will apply organizational 
devices (e.g., foreshadowing, 
flashback) when appropriate. 

• Students will apply a variety of 
transitions or transitional elements 
between ideas and details to guide the 
reader. 

• Students will apply paragraphing 
effectively. 

• Students will arrange poetic stanzas in 
a way that enhances the meaning 
through the use of white space, line 
breaks and shape. 

• Students will create conclusions 
effectively. 



CCA 4.1 
Elementary Writing- End of Primary and Intermediate (P4/3rd, 4th & 5th) 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary Curriculum Draft 
Arnett Elementary, Howell Elementary, Lindeman Elementary & Miles Elementary 
 Elementary Writing AUGUST 2006 

(e.g. – suggestions, not a comprehensive list) 14 
Bold-State Assessment Content Standard (These criteria are assessed in the portfolio and on-demand or multiple choice.) 
Italics- Supporting Content Standard (These indicators form the foundation for instruction of the writing criteria.) 
Elementary Writing- P4/3rd, 4th & 5th 
Curriculum Draft 
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools 
5/06 & 8/06 
 
 
 

 

WR-EP-2.3.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will establish a context for 
reading. 

• Students will apply the accepted format of 
the genre. 

• Students will develop text structure (e.g., 
problem/ solution, question/answer, 
description, sequence) to achieve purpose. 

• Students will arrange ideas in a logical, 
meaningful order by using transitions or 
transitional elements between ideas and 
details. 

• Students will create paragraphs. 
• Students will incorporate text features 

(e.g., subheadings, bullets, fonts, white 
space, layout, charts, diagrams, labels, 
pictures, captions) when appropriate to 
enhance clarity and meaning. 

• Students will create conclusions 
effectively. 

WR-04-2.3.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will establish a context for 
reading 

• Students will apply the accepted format 
of the genre. 

• Students will develop an appropriate text 
structure (e.g., cause/effect, 
problem/solution, question/answer, 
comparison/contrast, description, 
sequence) to achieve purpose. 

• Students will arrange ideas and details in 
a logical, meaningful order by using a 
variety of transitions or transitional 
elements between ideas and details. 

• Students will apply paragraphing 
effectively. 

• Students will incorporate text features 
(e.g., subheadings, bullets, fonts, white 
space, layout, charts, diagrams, labels, 
pictures, captions) when appropriate. 

• Students will create conclusions 
effectively. 

WR-05-2.3.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will establish a context for 
reading. 

• Students will apply the accepted format 
of the genre. 

• Students will develop an appropriate text 
structure (e.g., cause/effect, 
problem/solution, question/answer, 
comparison/contrast, description, 
sequence) to achieve purpose. 

• Students will arrange ideas and details in 
a logical, meaningful order by using a 
variety of transitions or transitional 
elements between ideas and details. 

• Students will apply paragraphing 
effectively. 

• Students will incorporate text features 
(e.g., subheadings, bullets, fonts, white 
space, layout, charts, diagrams, labels, 
pictures, captions) when appropriate. 

• Students will create conclusions 
effectively. 

WR-E-2.4.0 
Sentence Structure: Students will create effective sentences by 

• Applying a variety of structures and lengths 
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• Developing complete and correct sentences unless using unconventional structures for an intentional effect when appropriate 
DOK 3 

WR-EP-2.4.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will develop sentences of various 
structures and lengths throughout the 
piece 

• Students will develop complete and correct 
sentences. 

WR-04-2.4.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will develop sentences of 
various structures and lengths throughout 
the piece. 

• Students will develop complete 
sentences or apply unconventional 
structures when appropriate. 

WR-05-2.4.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will develop sentences of 
various structures and lengths throughout 
the piece. 

• Students will develop complete 
sentences or apply unconventional 
structures when appropriate. 

WR-EP-2.4.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will develop sentences of various 
structures and lengths. 

• Students will develop complete and correct 
sentences. 

• Students will arrange poetic language in a 
meaningful order. 

• Students will use poetic line breaks 
effectively. 

WR-04-2.4.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will develop sentences of 
various structures and lengths. 

• Students will develop complete 
sentences or apply unconventional 
structures for an intentional effect when 
appropriate. 

• Students will arrange poetic language in 
a meaningful order. 

• Students will apply poetic line breaks 
effectively. 

WR-05-2.4.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will develop sentences of 
various structures and lengths. 

• Students will develop complete 
sentences or apply unconventional 
structures for an intentional effect when 
appropriate. 

• Students will arrange poetic language in 
a meaningful order. 

• Students will apply poetic line breaks 
effectively. 

WR-EP-2.4.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will develop complete sentences 

WR-04-2.4.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will develop complete, concise 

WR-05-2.4.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will develop complete, concise 
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or apply unconventional structures when 
appropriate. 

sentences or apply unconventional 
structures when appropriate. 

sentences or apply unconventional 
structures when appropriate. 
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Writing Conventions 
To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language conventions and have control over standard grammar and 
usage. Students should be able to choose precise language appropriate to the purpose. 
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WR-E-3.5.0 
Language:  Students will exemplify effective language choices by 

• Applying correct grammar and usage 
• Applying concise use of language 
• Incorporating strong verbs, precise nouns, concrete details and sensory details 
• Applying language appropriate to the content, purpose and audience 

DOK 2 
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WR-EP-3.5.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage. 

• Students will use language concisely. 
• Students will incorporate language to 

address the content, purpose and 
audience. 

WR-04-3.5.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage. 

• Students will apply language concisely. 
• Students will incorporate language 

appropriate to the content, purpose and 
audience. 

WR-05-3.5.1 
In Reflective Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage 

• Students will apply language concisely. 
• Students will incorporate language 

appropriate to the content, purpose and 
audience. 

WR-EP-3.5.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage or 
apply nonstandard when appropriate for 
effect. 

• Students will incorporate language based 
on economy or impact on the reader. 

• Students will develop ideas through 
descriptive or figurative language. 

WR-04-3.5.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage or 
apply nonstandard when appropriate for 
effect. 

• Students will incorporate language based 
on economy, precision, richness or impact 
on the reader. 

• Students will develop ideas through 
descriptive or figurative language. 

WR-05-3.5.2 
In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage or 
apply nonstandard when appropriate for 
effect. 

• Students will incorporate language based 
on economy, precision, richness or impact 
on the reader. 

• Students will develop ideas through 
descriptive or figurative language. 
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WR-EP-3.5.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage. 

• Students will use precise word choice. 
• Students will use the specialized 

vocabulary of the discipline/content 
appropriate to the purpose and 
audience. 

WR-04-3.5.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage. 

• Students will apply precise word choice. 
• Students will incorporate the specialized 

vocabulary of the discipline/content 
appropriate to the purpose and audience. 

WR-05-3.5.3 
In Transactive Writing, 

• Students will adhere to standard 
guidelines for grammar and usage. 

• Students will apply precise word choice. 
• Students will incorporate the specialized 

vocabulary of the discipline/content 
appropriate to the purpose and audience. 

WR-E-3.6.0 
Correctness:  Students will communicate clearly by 

• Applying correct spelling 
• Applying correct punctuation 
• Applying correct capitalization 
• Incorporating acceptable departure from standard correctness to enhance meaning when appropriate 
• Incorporating appropriate documentation of ideas and information from outside sources (e.g., citing authors or titles within the 

text, listing sources) 
DOK 2 
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Writing Process 
To communicate effectively, students should engage in the various stages of the writing process including focusing, prewriting, drafting, revising, 
editing, publishing and reflecting. The writing process is recursive; different writers engage in the process differently and proceed through the 
stages at different rates. 
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WR-E-4.7.0 
Focusing 

• Connecting to content knowledge 
• Connecting with prior learning and experience 
• Initiating an authentic reason to write 
• Thinking about a subject, an experience, a question, an issue or a problem to determine a meaningful reason to 

write 

WR-E-4.8.0 
Prewriting 

• Selecting/narrowing a topic 
• Establishing a purpose and central/controlling idea or focus 
• Identifying and analyzing the audience 
• Determining the most appropriate form to meet the needs of purpose and audience 
• Generating ideas  (e.g., reading, journaling, mapping, webbing, note-taking, interviewing, researching, other 

writing-to-learn activities) 
• Organizing ideas – examining other models of good writing and appropriate text structures to match purpose and 

organize information (taking notes and summarizing) 

WR-E-4.9.0 
Drafting 

• Writing draft(s) for an intended audience 
• Developing topic, elaborating, exploring sentence variety and language use 
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• Organizing writing 

WR-E-4.10.0 
Revising 
(Content/Ideas) 

• Reflecting to determine where to add, delete, rearrange, define/redefine or elaborate content 
• Conferencing with teacher or peer(s) to help determine where to add, delete, rearrange, define/redefine or 

elaborate content 
• Checking for accuracy of content 
• Considering voice, tone, style, intended audience, coherence, transitions 
• Comparing with rubric criteria and anchor papers/models 
• Considering effectiveness of language usage and sentences to communicate ideas  
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Revising Skills Revising Skills Revising Skills 

Idea Development 
WR-EP-4.10.4 
Students will identify the topic 
sentence/main idea of a 
paragraph. 
 
WR-EP-4.10.5 
Students will select appropriate 
supporting details. 
 
WR-EP-4.10.6 
Students will identify extraneous 
material. 

Idea Development 
WR-04-4.10.4 
Students will identify the topic sentence/main idea 
of a paragraph. 
 
WR-04-4.10.5 
Students will select appropriate supporting details. 
 
WR-04-4.10.6 
Students will identify extraneous material. 

Idea Development 
WR-05-4.10.4 
Students will identify the topic sentence/main idea 
of a paragraph.  

DOK 2 
 
WR-05-4.10.5 
Students will select appropriate supporting details. 

DOK 2 
 
WR-05-4.10.6 
Students will identify extraneous material.  

DOK 2 

Organization 
WR-EP-4.10.7 
Students will correct sentences 
that are out of 
chronological/sequential order. 
 
WR-EP-4.10.8 
Students will identify transitions. 
 
WR-EP-4.10.9 Students will 
develop introductions and closures 
for writing. 

Organization 
WR-04-4.10.7 
Students will correct sentences that are out of 
chronological/sequential order or insert new 
sentences in the correct chronological/sequential 
position. 
 
WR-04-4.10.8 
Students will identify the most effective transitions. 
 
WR-04-4.10.9 Students will develop effective 
introductions and closures for writing. 

Organization 
WR-05-4.10.7 
Students will correct sentences that are out of 
chronological/sequential order or insert new 
sentences in the correct chronological/sequential 
position.  

DOK 2 
 
WR-05-4.10.8 
Students will identify the most effective 
transitions.  

DOK 2 
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WR-05-4.10.9 Students will develop effective 
introductions and closures for writing.  

DOK 2 
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Word Choice 
WR-EP-4.10.10 
Students will eliminate redundant words. 
 
WR-EP-4.10.11 
Students will choose the most specific word for 
use in a sentence. 

Word Choice 
WR-04-4.10.10 
Students will eliminate redundant words and 
phrases. 
 
WR-04-.4.10.11 
Students will choose the most specific word 
for use in a sentence. 

Word Choice 
WR-05-4.10.10 
Students will eliminate redundant words and 
phrases.  

DOK 2 
 
WR-05-4.10.11 
Students will choose the most specific word 
for use in a sentence.  

DOK 2 

WR-E-4.11.0 
Editing 
(Conventions and Mechanics) 

• Checking for correctness with self, teacher or peer (s) 
� - Language usage 
� - Sentence structure 
� - Spelling 
� - Capitalization 
� - Punctuation 
� - Documentation of sources 

• Using resources to support editing (e.g., spellcheck, dictionaries, thesauri, handbooks) 
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Editing Skills Editing Skills Editing Skills 

Language Usage 
WR-EP-4.11.12 
Students will apply knowledge of 
subject/verb agreement with both 
singular and plural subjects. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.13 
Students will apply knowledge of 
present and past verb tenses. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.14 
Students will apply knowledge of 
comparative and superlative forms of 
adjectives and adverbs. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.15 
Students will apply knowledge of 
special problems in usage (e.g., a/ an, 
to/ two/ too, their/ there/ they’re) and 
pronoun references. 

Language Usage 
WR-04-4.11.12- Students will apply knowledge 
of subject/verb agreement with both singular 
and plural subjects. 
 
WR-04-4.11.13- Students will apply knowledge 
of present, past, and future verb tenses. 
 
WR-04-4.11.14- Students will apply knowledge 
of comparative and superlative forms of 
adjectives and adverbs. 
 
WR-04-4.11.15- Students will apply knowledge 
of special problems in usage (e.g., a/an, to/ 
two/ too, their/ there/ they’re), pronoun 
references and double negatives. 

Language Usage 
WR-05-4.11.12 
Students will apply knowledge of subject/verb 
agreement with both singular and plural subjects.       

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.13- Students will apply knowledge of 
present, past and future verb tenses. 

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.14- Students will apply knowledge of 
comparative and superlative forms of adjectives 
and adverbs.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.15- Students will apply knowledge of 
special problems in usage (e.g., a/an, to/two/too, 
their/there/they’re), pronoun references and 
double negatives.  

DOK 1 

Sentence Structure 
WR-EP-4.11.16 
Students will correct run-on sentences. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.17 

Sentence Structure 
WR-04-4.11.16 
Students will correct run-on or awkward 
sentences. 
 

Sentence Structure 
WR-05-4.11.16 
Students will correct run-on or awkward 
sentences. 

DOK 1 
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Students will correct sentence 
fragments. 

WR-04-4.11.17 
Students will correct sentence fragments. 
 
WR-04-4.11.18 
Students will combine short, choppy sentences 
effectively. 

 
WR-05-4.11.17 
Students will correct sentence fragments.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.18 
Students will combine short, choppy sentences 
effectively.  

DOK 2 

Spelling 
WR-EP-4.11.18 
Students will apply knowledge of 
spelling patterns, generalizations and 
rules to commonly used words 
 
WR-EP-4.11.19 
Students will apply knowledge of 
spelling patterns, generalizations and 
rules to plural forms of words. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.20 
Students will apply knowledge of 
spelling patterns, generalizations and 
rules to contractions. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.21 
Students will apply knowledge of 
spelling patterns, generalizations and 

Spelling 
WR-04-4.11.19 
Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to 
commonly used words 
 
WR-04-4.11.20 
Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to plural 
forms of words. 
 
WR-04-4.11.21 
Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to 
contractions. 
 
WR-04-4.11.22 
Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to change 

Spelling 
WR-05-4.11.19 
Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to commonly 
used words DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.20 
Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to plural 
forms of words.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.21 
Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to 
contractions. 

 DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.22 
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rules to change verb endings. verb endings. Students will apply knowledge of spelling 
patterns, generalizations and rules to change 
verb endings.  

DOK 1 
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Capitalization 
WR-EP-4.11.22 
Students will capitalize proper nouns (e.g., 
names, days, months). 
 
WR-EP-4.11.23 
Students will capitalize the beginning of 
sentences. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.24 
Students will capitalize the pronoun “I”. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.25- Students will capitalize first 
word in a quote when appropriate. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.26 
Students will capitalize words in a title. 

Capitalization 
WR-04-4.11.23 
Students will capitalize proper nouns (e.g., 
names, days, months). 
 
WR-04-4.11.24 
Students will capitalize the beginning of 
sentences. 
 
WR-04-4.11.25 
Students will capitalize the pronoun “I”. 
 
WR-04-4.11.26 
Students will capitalize proper adjectives. 
 
WR-04-4.11.27 
Students will capitalize first word in a quote 
when appropriate. 
 
WR-04-4.11.28 
Students will capitalize the first word and 
every succeeding main word in a title. 

Capitalization 
WR-05-4.11.23 
Students will capitalize proper nouns (e.g., 
names, days, months). 

 DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.24 
Students will capitalize the beginning of 
sentences.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.25 
Students will capitalize the pronoun “I”. 

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.26 
Students will capitalize proper adjectives.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.27 
Students will capitalize first word in a quote 
when appropriate.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-.4.11.28 
Students will capitalize the first word and 
every succeeding main word in a title.  

DOK 1 
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Punctuation 
WR-EP-4.11.27 
Students will correctly punctuate nearly all of the 
time declarative, exclamatory, interrogative and 
imperative sentences. 
 
WR-EP-4.11.28 
Students will approximate the use of commas in a 
series, a date, a compound sentence and the 
greeting and closing of a letter. 
 
W-.EP-4.11.29 
Students will approximate the use of beginning 
and ending quotation marks in dialogue. 

Punctuation 
WR-04-4.11.29 
Students will correctly punctuate 
declarative, exclamatory, interrogative and 
imperative sentences. 
 
WR-04-4.11.30 
Students will use commas in a series, a 
date, a compound sentence and the 
greeting and closing of a letter. 
 
WR-04-4.11.31 
Students will use beginning and ending 
quotation marks in dialogue and titles. 
 
WR-04.4.11.32- Students will use 
apostrophes in possessives and 
contractions. 
 
WR-04.4.11.33- Students will use periods in 
abbreviations and acronyms. 

Punctuation 
WR-05-4.11.29 
Students will correctly punctuate 
declarative, exclamatory, interrogative and 
imperative sentences.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.30 
Students will use commas in a series, a 
date, a compound sentence and the 
greeting and closing of a letter.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.31 
Students will use beginning and ending 
quotation marks in dialogue and titles.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.32 
Students will use apostrophes in 
possessives and contractions.  

DOK 1 
 
WR-05-4.11.33 
Students will use periods in abbreviations 
and acronyms.  

DOK 1 
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Documentation 
WR-EP-4.11.30 
Students will identify the need for documentation. 

Documentation 
WR-04-4.11.34 
Students will document use of sources. 

Documentation 
WR-05-4.11.34 
Students will document use of sources.  

WR-E-4.12.00 
Publishing 

Sharing final piece with intended audience 
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WR-E-4.13.00 
Reflecting 

Reflecting upon (Reflecting and Evaluating) 
• - Progress, growth and goals as a writer 
•  -Literacy skills 
• - Who or what has influenced progress and growth 
• - Approaches used when composing (e.g., free-writing, mental composing, researching, drawing, webbing) 
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Big Idea: Consumer Decisions  
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• investigate economic concepts and why they are important for consumer decisions by: 

o analyzing the differences between needs and wants and how individuals and families make choices 
o determining ways in which goods and services used by families impact the environment 
o recognizing the relationship between supply and demand and its role in meeting consumer needs 

• describe how culture, media and technology can influence consumer decisions by: 
o identifying the ways family and consumer resources are impacted by the environment 
o comparing and evaluating products and services based on major factors (e.g., price, quality, features) when 

making consumer decisions 
o identifying advertising techniques (bandwagon, facts and figures, emotional appeal, endorsement/testimonial) 

and explain how they impact the consumer 

Activities/Resources 
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• analyze ways that an individual has rights and responsibilities as a consumer 
• describe how consumer actions (e.g., reusing, reducing, recycling) influence the use of resources and impact the 
environment by: 

o describing some community activities that promote healthy environments 
• examine individual, family, and community roles and responsibilities by: 

o investigating a variety of resources and explain ways in which consumers are addressing the effects of 
renewable resources on the environment 

o describing jobs carried out by people at school and in the community that support success in school 
3.1.03 DOK 2 Students will identify and explain ways consumers’ buying practices are influenced by peer 
pressure, desire for status, and advertising techniques (bandwagon, facts & figures, emotional appeal, 
endorsement/testimonial) (CC) 
3.3.01 DOK 2 Students will describe consumer actions (reusing, reducing, recycling) and identifying ways 
these actions impact environment (e.g., conserving resources, reducing pollution, reducing solid waste). 
(CC) 
3.3.02 DOK 2 Supporting-Students will identify and describe the available health and safety agencies in a 
community that provide services:-health dept.-fire dept.-sanitation-police-ambulance services 
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Big Idea:  Financial Literacy 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• explain how financial management is needed to meet goals of individuals and families by: 

o investigating goals pertaining to money that might affect individuals and families 
o describing various types of expenses (e.g., food, clothing, entertainment) and savings (e.g.,piggy bank, bank 

account, savings bonds) 
• investigate savings plans and budgets in making financial decisions by: 

o developing a simple savings plan that would achieve a specific goal 
o explaining the purpose of a budget and define the basic components (income, expenses, savings) 

• explain credit and the affect of having fees with credit 
• describe how basic services (e.g., deposits, check cashing) are provided by financial institutions (e.g., banks, credit 
unions) 

Activities/Resources 

 
 



5th Grade Vocational Studies 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary Curriculum Draft 
Arnett Elementary, Howell Elementary, Lindeman Elementary & Miles Elementary 
 
 

5th Grade Vocational Studies 
Curriculum Draft 
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools 
5/06 
 
 

4 

 
Big Idea:  Career Awareness, Exploration, Planning 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• explain that people need to work (e.g., chores, jobs, employment) to meet basic needs (e.g., food, clothing, shelter), 
provide self-satisfaction and enjoyment 
• investigate a variety of career choices available in planning for jobs/careers by: 

o identifying different job opportunities in the home, school, and community (e.g., home business, flexible 
schedule) 

o recognizing that the roles of individuals at home, in the workplace, and in the community are constantly changing 
• analyze the connection between work and academics which can influence one’s future job/careers by: 

o explaining different jobs/careers that use what they learn in school (e.g., mathematics, reading/writing, science, 
social studies) impacts future jobs/careers 

o explaining how educational planning can impact future career opportunities 

Activities/Resources 
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o researching career choice through the use of technology 
• evaluate how individual and societal needs can impact future jobs/careers by: 

o describing the impact of individual interests and abilities on career choices 
o Students will identify information that is important to include in the ILP 
o identifying and describe jobs in career clusters (e.g., Arts and Humanities, Construction, Manufacturing, Science 

and Mathematics) 
• recognize sources of career information (e.g., Career Day, guest speaker, field trips, informal personal surveys) 
• identify the components of an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) 
• recognize how self-knowledge (e.g., interests, abilities) is helpful when selecting and preparing for a career path and 
that unique interests may lead to career choices 
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Big Idea:  Employability Skills 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• explain how interpersonal skills are needed to be a responsible friend, family and team member by: 

o examining ways to cooperate at home, school and work 
o demonstrating effective group interaction strategies (e.g., communicating effectively, conflict resolution, 

compromise) to develop team skills 
o explaining the importance of working cooperatively with others by contributing ideas, suggestions and efforts to 

complete a task 
• describe how attitudes and work habits contribute to success at home, school and work by: 

o describing study skills needed in school 
o explaining how attitudes and work habits transfer from the home and school to the workplace 
o explaining how effective communication skills (e.g., reading, writing, speaking, and listening) impact work-related 

situations and give examples for success at home, school and work 
o identifying consequences for actions when disobeying rules and routines when employed 
o identifying the importance of developing good work habits (e.g., attendance, work done on time, follow directions) 

 
 
• examine potential job/careers in the community 
• describe employability skills needed to prepare individuals for obtaining and maintaining employment 
• explain how success in an academic course of study could contribute to the ability to achieve and succeed in 
employment (e.g., Science/Medicine, Language Arts/Librarian) 

Activities/Resources 
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Big Idea:  Communication/Technology 
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
• evaluate how technology tools (e.g., computer programs, Internet, email, cell phones) are used in homes, schools and 
jobs by: 

o explaining how technology provides access to information and resources at home, school and the workplace 
• demonstrate how to work cooperatively and collaboratively with peers when using technology in the classroom by: 

o explaining how written communication skills are used at school and in the workplace 

Activities/Resources 
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